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ProMagix E2250 




COMES STANDARD 



Intel® Core™ 2 Quad desktop 
processor Q9450 with four pro- 
cessing cores, 1 ,333MHz system 
bus, 12MB L2 cache, and 2.66GHz 
processor speed per core 

750GB Serial ATA hard drive 

4GB of PC6400 DDR2 memory 

DVD±RW/CD-RW drive with 
double-layer support and 
LightScribe 

512MB NVIDIA® GeForce™ 9800 
GTX graphics card 

High-definition surround sound 
with 5.1 -channel support 

Two FireWire interfaces and eight 
USB 2.0 ports with both front and 
rear access for fast and easy data 
transfers 



PERFECT FOR HIGH-END GAMING, ■. vm** ■**> •***. 

E2250 Desktop offers a next-generation Intel® Core™ 2 Quad desktop processor 
Q9450, powerful 512MB Nvidia® GeForce™ 9800 GTX graphics card, and 4GB of 
RAM to provide blazing speed and immersive graphics. Built with nothing but pre- 
mium performance components, the stylish, brushed-aluminum desktop functions 
perfectly as a multimedia system. With a 750GB hard 
drive for all of your storage needs, a built-in digital media 
reader to easily retrieve your photo and video files, and a 
double-layer DVD±RW/CD-RW drive with LightScribe, this 
is definitely a take-no-prisoners PC. 



> 



VELOCITY 



m 



Intel, the Intel logo, Intel Core, Core Inside are trademarks of Intel Corporation in the U.S. and other countries. 
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Editor's Note 



This past weekend, I noticed that stores were gearing up for students heading back to col- 
lege. The usual dorm fare was everywhere: organizational goods that doubled as decor; 
small hip appliances; and bright happy bedding. All of these products can help bring the 
comforts of home into a small living space, and the same can hold true for the right desktop or 
laptop and peripherals. With a computer that includes an integrated TV tuner, BD player, and 
powerful speaker set, your student can study and write papers galore, all while using the same 
device for entertainment purposes. In the end, you won't shell out money for an unnecessary 
TV, and your student's roommate will be thankful for the freed-up dorm space. For more on 
finding the right PC and peripherals, I suggest you take a look at "Laptop To Desktop, Budget To 
Big Bucks" on page 42 and "Take A Step Up" on page 44. 

As college students leave home, there will inevitably be empty nesters left behind. Parents with 
newfound personal time should consider CE devices, such as a 
complete home-theater setup (see page 8) that'll let them root 
on their student's college football team or a new cell-phone 
plan (see page 67) to help them constantly keep in touch with 
their college-age son or daughter. After raising a kid for 1 8 
wk f , * years, I think empty nesters are entitled to a little bit of CE fun, 

^^ „ ' J and they should take full advantage of it. 




*4W?«A- 



Ashley Kumpula 

Editor, First Glimpse 

ashley-kumpula@firstglimpsemag.com 
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The Latest Arrivals 

Look For These New Products 



Keep an eye out for these 
products hitting Best Buy 
shelves for the first time. Some 
of the items listed below are 
showcased in this month's one- 
page product profiles, so be sure 
to take a look at the listed page 
numbers for more information. 

Home Theater 

LG 26LG40 26" Class LCD HDTV 

LG 32LG40 32" Class LCD HDTV 

LG 32LG70 32" Class LCD HDTV 

LG 42LG70 42" Class LCD HDTV 

LG 47LG70 42" Class LCD HDTV 

LG 52LG70 52" Class LCD HDTV 
Seepage 19 

Mitsubishi 835 Series 65" and 73" 
1080p DLP HDTVs (WD-65835/ 
WD-73835) 
Seepage 17 

Yamaha YHT-590 Home Theater 
System (HTIB) 

Digital Imaging 

Canon CP 760 SELPHY 
Photo Printer 
See page 36 

Kodak EasyShareVI 273 

Kodak ESP-5 Printer 



JVC GZ-HD10 HD Camcorder 

Nikon CoolpixP80 

Sony Cyber-shot DSC-W170 

Computers 

Acer AX1200-U1520A Desktop 

Acer EX4420-5963 Laptop 

Belkin Mini-Surge Protector with 
USB Charger 

Belkin N Express ExpressCard 
Adapter 

Belkin Powerline Networking 
Adapter 

Belkin Powerline AV Networking 
Adapter 

eMachines T5274 Desktop 

Gateway FX4710-UB003A 
Desktop 

Gateway GT5694 Desktop 

Gateway M-6843 Laptop 

Gateway T-6836 Laptop 

HP Pavilion a6500f Desktop 

HP Pavilion dv7-1025nr Laptop 

HP Pavilion dv5-1015 Laptop 



HP Pavilion m9350f Desktop 

HP Pavilion S3500f Desktop 

Lenovo IdeaPad Y510 Laptop 

Lenovo IdeaPad U110 Laptop 

Magix Music Maker 14 

Nyko Charge Base 360 

Pinnacle Dazzle DVD Recorder 

Pinnacle Dazzle Video Creator Plus 

Pinnacle Studio Plus Version 12 

Pinnacle Studio Ultimate 
Version 12 

Pinnacle Studio Version 12 

ClickFree 5-Pack Music Edition 
DVD+R Discs 

ClickFree 5-Pack Office Edition 
DVD+R Discs 

ClickFree 3-Pack Photo Edition 
DVD+R Discs 



Wireless 

Apple Nike AMP Remote Control 
Watch Black/Gray 

DLO/Netalog AJ for Nike Sports kit 

Griffin Tech Apple 
Sync-charging Cable 

Griffin Tech PowerDock 2 

Griffin Tech SanDisk 
Sync-charging Cable 

Griffin Tech Zune 
Sync-charging Cable 

Cellective Case Betsyville Black 
KMH Flip Case for classic/touch 

Cellective Case Steve Madden 
Pyramid classic/touch 

Cellective Case Steve Madden Red 
Weave classic/touch 

Cellective Case Steve Madden Silver 
Snake nano/touch 

Checkolite iHL22-SB 
iHome iPod Lamp 



Checkolite iHL31 Black 
iHome iPod Lamp 




Toshiba A305-21.1 Special Edition 

Toshiba G55-30 Laptop Garmin nuvi 850 

Toshiba Satellite X305-32 Laptop Garmin nuvi 880 

Products Coming Soon 

Computers 

Dell XPS 630 Desktop 
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ce news 



Compiled by Jennie Schlueter 



Best Buy Tests Electronics 
Recycling Program 

It seems that everyone these days 

is trying to make it easier to be M 

green, including Best Buy. Begin- 

ningjune 1, Best Buy began testing 

its electronics-recycling program. 

The program will be offered in 1 17 

stores in Baltimore, San Francisco, and 

Minnesota. Customers may bring in no more 

than two units per day, per household to recycle free of 

charge. Acceptable items include televisions and monitors up 

to 32 inches, computers, phones, cameras, and other specific 

devices and peripherals. Best Buy will not accept televisions 

and monitors bigger than 32 inches, console televisions, air 

conditioners, microwaves, or appliances. 




Bluetooth's Low-Energy Technology 

The Bluetooth SIG (Special Interest Group) recently announced 
that it is joining the Bluetooth specification with a low-energy tech- 
nology specification developed by Nokia (www.nokia.com). The 
new technology will allow consumers to interact with devices such 
as fitness and entertainment equipment in new ways. Small devices 

with low battery and 
power requirements, such 
as watches and heart-rate 
monitors, would be able 
to communicate data to 
PDAs and computers 
through Bluetooth as part 
of a PAN (personal-area 
network). The first version 
of this new low-energy 
technology specification 
is expected in the next 
few months. 




Canon's New 
Ultra-Compact 

The compact photo printer line at 
Canon (www.canon.com) is getting 
even smaller with the SELPHY CP760 
($99.99). Despite its diminutive size, 
the CP760 features a 2.5-inch TFT 
screen from which users can preview 
photos to print. And printing has 
never been so easy with the addition 
of simplified memory card slots. Users 
can also print directly from a camera 
via a USB cord. The inclusion of 
photo-editing capabilities right in the 
printer allows for red-eye fixes and 
other improvements to image quality 
without the use of a computer. 



***** 
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The Picture Is Worth More Than The Price 

Considering the uncertain economy, it's no wonder that consumers are 
looking for a bargain on most everything they buy. But when it comes to flat- 
panel displays, it appears that price isn't the most important purchasing con- 
sideration. According to the recent "TFC Info Flat Panel End User Survey: LCD 
vs. Plasma 2008/' more flat-panel purchasers consider picture quality of more 
importance than price. The 250 respondents in the survey had already pur- 
chased a flat-panel display in the past 12 months or were planning to pur- 
chase one in the next 12 months for home-entertainment use. 



Factors Rated Extremely Important 
By Flat-Panel Purchasers 


Picture Quality 


83.6% 


Reliability 


78.8% 


1080 Resolution 


62.8% 


Longer Product Life 


60.8% 


Price 


60% 


Screen Size 58.8% 



Consumers Change Rebate Check 
Spending Plans 

An NRF (National Retail Federation) 
survey taken in February showed that 
many consumers planned to spend 
their government rebate checks on 
items such as consumer electronics and 
clothing. But several months later, the 
soaring price of gas and groceries has caused 
many consumers to reconsider their 
spending plans. In fact, the rising cost of gas 
means that 17.2 million people are planning 
on using some of their check at the pump. The 
NRF survey, conducted by BIGResearch, polled 
8,347 U.S. consumers from April 29 to May 7, 2008. 













Rebate Check Spending Adjustments 


Here's a look at the number of people who planned to spend their rebate 
money in certain ways in February and then their recently changed plans. 


February 


May 


Pay For Gas 


12.1 million 


17.2 million 


Buy Furniture 


4 million 


2.7 million 


Purchase A Vehicle 


3.2 million 


2.4 million 


"Me" Time At A Salon Or Spa 


3.5 million 


2.9 million 




According to the 
NPD Group's "2008 

Blu-ray Disc 

Report/' 9% of HDTV 
owners plan to buy a Blu-ray Disc 
player in the next six months. 

Source: NPD Croup 



85% of global con- 
sumers recognize 
Bluetooth tech 
nology when asked, 
with 2 billion Bluetooth devices in 
the worldwide marketplace. 

Source: Bluetooth SIG 

^^^V Mobile phone 

- handset sales to U.S. 
-^/ consumers reached 
almost 31 million 
units in Ql 2008, a 22% decline 
since the same period a year ago. 

Source: NPD Group 



<> 



The annual reliability 
survey from Con- 
sumer Reports re- 
vealed that 80% of 
users who contacted 

Apple's tech support had 

their problems solved. 

Source: Consumer Reports 



294.3 million 

mobile phone units 
were sold world- 
wide during the first 
quarter of 2008. 

Source: Gartner 
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LG's Scarlet 47LG60 HDTV & 
LHT874 Home Theater System 



See It, Hear It, Love It 




s fall approaches and 
high-school gradu- 
ates head off to col- 
lege, many parents are 
left with an empty 
nest. What better way 
to fill it than with that 
home-theater setup you've been dream- 
ing about for years? 

Look & Listen 

You've been thinking of purchasing a big 
flat-screen HDTV for a while (and, who 



hasn't?), but while you're at it, you should 
also consider completing the home-the- 
ater package with a serious sound system. 
The combination of LG's Scarlet 47LG60 
LCD HDTV and LHT874 home-theater 
system is a great way to bring the home- 
theater experience to your living room. 

Apart, both the LG Scarlet 47LG60 and 
the LHT874 home-theater system will 
greatly enhance your TV- and movie- 
viewing experience, but together these 
components can provide a powerful 
home-theater package. Experience the fall 



football games in crystalline HD but also 
feel the cheers of the crowd all around 
you, get up close with the opera singers 
on stage and hear every nuanced tone, 
see every bit of the action in a movie's car 
chase — all while feeling immersed in the 
scene with surround sound. 

The Basic Features 

The LG Scarlet 47LG60's basic features 
are plenty powerful. With a 47-inch 
screen, this HDTV offers a 1080p resolu- 
tion and a viewing angle of 178 degrees, 
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making the screen clearly visible from vir- 
tually any vantage point throughout the 
room. A large screen and wide viewing 
angle helps expand a room's viewing ca- 
pacity, so you can fit more people in the 
house to watch home movies of Junior 
while he's away at college. 

The LG Scarlet 47LG60 has an impressive 
50,000:1 dynamic contrast ratio and Pure 
Black Level, so your favorite movie super- 
hero's costume will look its best, even 




during dark night scenes when he fights 
crime. The HDTV also features a bevy of 
inputs, including four HDMI ports (three 
on the rear panel and one on the side) for 
you to connect a number of other 
audio/video devices such as a Blu-ray 
player or your HD cable or satellite box. 
The side of the LG Scarlet 47LG60 also 
features easy access to a USB 2.0 port that 
enables you to plug in a USB storage de- 
vice, such as a flash drive or external hard 
drive, to display JPEG photos from your 
summer trip to Albuquerque or play 
MP3s of your favorite artists. 



The Bonus Features 

As tantalizing as the LG Scarlet 47LG60's 
features may be, the HDTV also sports 
some impressive extras. The two-way, 
four-speaker audio setup is invisible to 
maintain the clean look of the HDTV 
and features Clear Voice technology, 
which enhances and amplifies the 
human voice to make it pop out from 
any background noise. The Intelligent 
Sensor function senses the HDTV's sur- 
roundings and adjusts brightness, con- 
trast, color, sharpness, and white balance 
automatically, providing you with the 
optimum picture quality for every sce- 
nario from broad daylight to dark and 
stormy nights. Using Intelligent Sensor 
can also save energy— up to 50% power 
consumption savings, depending on 
your room lighting conditions 

To further maximize the visual experi- 
ence, the LG Scarlet 47LG60 uses Tru- 
Motion 120Hz technology to provide a 
crisper picture during fast motion 
scenes; your movies and football games 
will appear smoother than ever. LG's ad- 
vanced 120Hz technology allows a fast 
video response time and less color shift 
and distortion, even at extremely wide 
viewing angles. Scarlet also has 24p Real 
Cinema to prevent the jags usually asso- 
ciated with HDTVs that run films at 
30fps (frames per second) because it al- 
lows the HDTV to reproduce the native 
24fps frame rate of film. 

LG's SimpLink Connectivity, a feature 
both the LG Scarlet 47LG60 and LHT874 
home-theater system share, enables you 
to control multiple LG devices using 
the existing HDMI connection and an 
easy on-screen control menu from 
one remote. 

All of these features are built in to an 
HDTV with simple, elegant looks that 
belie what's inside. The front is a 
smooth, shiny piano black with a bright 
red rear panel that helps you see what 
you're working on when you're behind 



the HDTV. And at only 2.7 inches thick, 
it'll barely take up any space on your 
wall or in your entertainment center. 

Hear The Difference 

There's nothing like 5.1 surround sound 
to bring a home theater to life. Instead 
of just hearing the movie, TV show, or 
sporting event, you feel as though 
you're right in the middle of it. And with 
155 watts per channel, 255 watts 
pumping through the subwoofer, and 
XTS Pro (eXtreme True Sound Pro) 
technology producing high-quality 
output, the LG LHT874 home-theater 
system most certainly delivers. 

The LG LHT874 home-theater system fea- 
tures a five-disc DVD changer with 1080p 
upscaling via a single HDMI cable. It 
supports just about any type of media 
you can throw at it, including DVDs, 
DVD±R/RWs, CDs, and CD-R/RWs. It 
even features 50 AM/FM radio presets. 
You can do more with this HTB than 
connecting it to your HDTV; with the 
USB 2.0 port, you can play MPEG-4, 
WMA, DivX, MP3, and MP3 VBR music 
and video formats. 

The LG LHT874 HTB has plenty of ports, 
including an optical digital audio port, 
composite audio and video, HDMI, 
AM/FM radio antenna, and an iPod con- 
nector. The home-theater system in- 
cludes an iPod cable and stand that lets 
you charge and control your iPod with 
playlists appearing on your TV. The 
home-theater system's rear panel also 
features wireless rear speaker connectivity 
so you can avoid the need to run wires 
across your living room carpet to the 
back of the room. 

Two Are Better Than One 

Either the LG Scarlet 47LG60 HDTV or 
the LG LHT874 HTS would be a welcome 
to any home-theater setup, but together 
they provide a package that'll make the 
Joneses have to keep up with you. B3 
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Dissecting HT Cables 

All Those Bullet Points Really Do Matter 




nf you think it's confusing 
figuring out what types of 
cables you need to connect 
your home-theater equip- 
ment, wait until you go to 
buy them. Two cables that 
claim to do the same thing may differ 
greatly in quality, features, and price, so it 
pays to know how cables are constructed 
and what benefits certain features offer. 

Interconnects 

High-quality cables have connectors on 
each end that are solidly constructed and 
conform to strict manufacturing toler- 
ances, so they fit snugly in or around the 
ports on your home-theater equipment. 
Look for connectors that are attached to 
the cable using silver solder, which offers 
conductivity (signal-carrying) and anti- 
corrosion benefits. 

Most connectors used in high-quality ca- 
bles are gold-plated. Gold may have lower 



conductivity than copper or silver, but it 
is noncorrosive, meaning gold connectors 
won't form deposits that could degrade 
the connection quality, causing video to 
break up or audio to crackle, for example. 

Another feature worth looking for is 
called strain relief. It sometimes appears 
on the connector or on the cable itself. 
High-quality cables tend to be thick and 
heavy and may have enough weight to 
pull a connector out of a home-theater 
component. Strain relievers distribute this 
excess weight to a wall or the frame of the 
home-theater device where the cable is 
connected, ensuring a tight connection. 

Internal Wiring 

The best audio/video cables use copper 
that's as free from impurities as possible, 
increasing conductivity for better overall 
signal quality. The best copper is rated OF 
(Oxygen-Free), which is at least 99.95% 
pure, or OFE (Oxygen-Free Electronic), 



which is 99.99% pure. ETP (Electrolytic- 
Tough-Pitch) copper, which is 99.9% 
pure, is less expensive and should suffice 
for those without high-end equipment. 

Shielding 

EMI (electromagnetic interference) and 
RF (radio frequency) interference from 
your home-theater components, power 
cables, and outside sources, such as radio 
towers, can interfere with signals traveling 
through cables and degrade an audio or 
video signal. Cable manufacturers can vir- 
tually eliminate this problem by wrapping 
the nonconductive dielectric material 
that surrounds the cable's copper wire in 
shielding. These typically include a foil 
layer, which reflects EMI radiation, and a 
layer of braided metal. 

Know Your Cables 

Be aware that everything you just read 
only applies to cables that contain 
copper wire, such as HDMI, component, 
composite, and speaker cables. Fiber- 
optic cables— such as TOSLINK digital 
audio cables — use light to transmit a 
signal instead of electricity. For that 
reason, metal interconnects aren't neces- 
sary; weight is lower, so strain relievers 
often aren't needed; and neither EMI nor 
RF waves interfere with the signal, so 
there is no need for shielding. High- 
quality TOSLINK cable has a thicker outer 
shell than low-quality cable in order to 
prevent the cable from kinking (which 
can cause the internal fiber-optic material 
to shatter), but when you're shopping for 
TOSLINK cable, the other aspects dis- 
cussed in this article aren't an issue. E3 

by Tracy Baker 
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Blu-ray Disc 
Player Profiles 

Making Sense Of Bonus View & BD-Live 





D (Blu-ray Disc) already of- 
fers better video and audio 
quality than DVD, not to 
mention advanced menus 
and other extras. But BD is 
about to get better. 



Manufacturers are starting to imple- 
ment a couple of profiles in the Blu-ray 
specification, called BD Profile 1.1 
(Bonus View) and BD Profile 2.0 (BD- 
Live), that have lain dormant until re- 
cently. Using compatible movie discs, 
new BD players can unlock additional 
features such as PIP (picture-in-picture) 
and exclusive, downloadable content. 

Any BD player — most of which support 
only BD Profile 1.0, except for those sold 
in recent months — can play any Blu-ray 
movie, along with the extras on its disc. 
But with a player and BDs that support 
Bonus View or BD Live, you'll experience 



a whole new dimension of home- 
theater entertainment. 

Bonus View 

Since November 2007, all new BD player 
models have had to support BD Profile 
1.1. The main benefit to Bonus View is 
PIP, which includes the ability to mix 
both pictures' audio together (called 
secondary audio decoding). In addition, 
Bonus View lets you add outlining to 
subtitle fonts so that they stand out 
from video and are easier to read. 

If you buy a BD player with Profile 1.1 
support, you may need to update it with 
the latest firmware to fully enable Bonus 
View. However, you can't upgrade older 
players that only support BD Profile 1.0. 
Sony's PlayStation 3 can support Bonus 
View with a firmware update. As for BD 
drives in computers, it's up to software 



vendors to add Bonus View or BD-Live 
support via updates or new versions. 

BD Live 

The most advanced BD profile is 2.0, or 
BD-Live. It adds Internet connectivity 
through an Ethernet port. BD-Live doesn't 
let you surf the entire Web through your 
TV, but it does give you access to special 
online features with compatible BDs. It 
also allows you to download firmware up- 
dates directly to the player instead of 
having to use a computer to burn update 
CDs. (Some non-BD-Live players also 
allow Internet firmware updates through 
Ethernet ports.) 

With a BD-Live movie and player, you'll 
see a special button in the movie's menu. 
Click it to access the disc's online fea- 
tures, which, Sony Pictures says, could in- 
clude movie trailers, games, ringtones, 
wallpaper, and live events, as well as in- 
teraction with other BD-Live users. To 
store downloads, a BD-Live-capable 
player must support at least 1GB of 
storage, whether internal or external 
(such as through memory card slots). 

A few compatible players are making 
their way to market as you read this, and 
BD-Live- and Bonus View-enabled movie 
titles shouldn't be far behind. As with 
Bonus View players, you may need to in- 
stall a few firmware updates over time in 
order to turn on full Profile 2.0 function- 
ality. PlayStation 3 owners can enable BD 
Live via another firmware update. B3 

by Marty Sems 
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Your Home Theater 
Go-To Guys 



Best Buy's ^7™* Home Theater 
Installation Seirvices 



ack in the day, setting up a TV 
was a cinch, but these days it's a 
lot more complicated. Best Buy's 
Geek Squad Home Theater Installation 
service lets you sit back and envision your 
ultimate viewing and listening environ- 
ment, while leaving the design, configura- 
tion, and installation to the Geek Squad's 
expert agents. 

In-Home Consultation 

The Geek Squad offers an in-home con- 
sultation service. Schedule an appoint- 
ment by calling 1-800-GEEK SQUAD 
(1-800-433-5778) or by visiting your 
local Best Buy and speaking to a cus- 
tomer specialist. 

The Geeks spend roughly an hour 
helping you build your dream A/V 
system. They can perform a preliminary 
walkthrough of your home, discussing 
with you different A/V possibilities and 
offering advice on choosing products 
that meet your needs. The cost of the 
service, which includes a detailed esti- 
mate of costs and a diagram of the pro- 
posed layout, is $100. If you buy your 
equipment at Best Buy and spend more 
than $499, you can apply the $100 con- 
sultation cost towards your purchase. 

In-store experience. Many Best Buy stores 
feature a Magnolia demo room, in which 
you'll see and hear what a high-perfor- 
mance home-theater setup should look 
and sound like in a comfortable living 
room setup. A Geek Squad expert will 



Available Services 

Geek Squad offers a range of 
flexible and comprehensive 
services to help you realize your 
ideal home-theater system. 

• Consultation 

• Delivery and setup 

• TV mounting 

• Speaker installation 

• Universal remotes 

• Home theater calibration 



ascertain what it is that you want from a 
home-theater system. They'll also make 
sure you'll have the proper cables and ac- 
cessories for the best A/V results, as well 
as ensure you're informed about the 
product. For instance, if you purchase a 
new HDTV, the Geek Squad can educate 
you about the local availability of digital 
cable, satellite, and over-the-air services. 

In-home installation. The Geek Squad's 
basic TV & Video Setup costs $150 and 
includes the plugging in, configuring, and 
setting up of three select video compo- 
nents. Add audio integration for another 
$50, bringing the Home Theater Setup to 
$200. Other services, such as calibration, 
remote control programming, and stand 
assembly, are available, as well. 

One-Stop Shop 

You already know that Best Buy has 
plenty of the CE products you want, and 



Price Breakdown 

Geek Squad offers a complete 
list of professional installa- 
tion services that feature a clear 
pricing scheme so you can make 
sure you get a system that fits your 
lifestyle and your budget. 

• In-Home Consultation: $99.99 

• TV & Video Setup: $99.99 

• Standard Home Theater Setup: 
$199.99 

• TV Mounting 

Up to 32 inches: $99.99 
33 to 60 inches: $199.99 
61 inches or bigger: $399.99 

• Front Projector Installation: 
$599.99 

• Speaker Setup: $149.99 

• Speaker Mounting: $24.99 

• Soundbar Setup: $149.99 

• Remote Control Programming: 
$99.99 

• Media Control Programming: 
$299.99 



now you know that you can get it all in- 
stalled and configured to your liking with 
the help of Best Buy's Geek Squad Home 
Theater Installation service. Perhaps the 
most important aspect of the service is 
that the Geek Squad experts will teach 
you to become the expert of your own 
home theater. 03 

by Andrew Leibman 
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HDTVs 



The Goods On LCDs, Plasmas & RPTVs 



LCD 

Pros - 



Thin profiles and light weight 

make these televisions easy to 

mount on a wall. 

Power demands are a bit lower 

than comparably sized plasma 

displays and considerably lower 

than CRTs. 

Many LCD TVs have a VGA 

input, so you can hook up your 

computer and view content on 

a big, bright screen. 

Altitude and air pressure have 

no effect on LCD TVs, so per- 

formance doesn't suffer in 

the mountains. 

The surface of LCD panels are 

not reflective, making them 

ideal for sunny rooms and 

brightly lit areas. 

Image burn-in unlikely. 

Cons 



Fast-moving images may suffer 
from a slight trailer-effect, but 
as LCD technology has im- 
proved, the effect is barely 
perceptible. 

When pixels stick on or off, 
they show up as either a 
pinpoint of bright light or 
black and can be distracting 
on-screen. 

Best For 



Bright, sunny kitchens 
Small rooms 



Plasma 

— Pros — 



Plasma TVs light phosphors evenly 
across the screen to create images, and 
the images are consistently bright and 
clear with vibrant colors. 
The contrast ratio is high (3,000:1), so 
you'll see deep, dark blacks and bright, 
crisp whites. 

The design and technology lend them- 
selves to large screen sizes — typically 
50 inches or greater. 
Rapid pixel response means no 
blurry images. 

Wide-viewing angles gives you 
the same, high-quality images on- 
screen no matter where in the room 
you're sitting. 

Because of the way the electrical pulses 
excite the gases, a plasma TV retains its 
bright colors and high contrast ratio in 
dimly lit rooms, making a plasma TV 
ideal for home-theater rooms with 
little ambient light. 

Cons 



Although the risk has been greatly re- 
duced through advances in flat-screen 
technology, plasma TVs are still sus- 
ceptible to image burn-in if not cared 
for properly. 

A combination of low air pressure and 
high altitudes (6,500 feet and higher) 
may cause plasma TVs to buzz. 

Best For 



Movies with nonstop action 
Sporting events 



by Kathryn Dolan 

RPTV 

- Pros 



Although often heavier than 
their LCD and plasma coun- 
terparts, RPTVs are surpris- 
ingly lightweight for their sizes. 
For example, a 73-inch DLP 
(digital light projector) RPTV 
weighs only 93 pounds. 
You'll find exceptional picture 
quality on very big screens (65 
inches and greater). 
As screens get bigger, RPTVs 
are more cost-effective than 
LCD or plasma TVs. 

Cons 



With depths of 16 to 24 inches, 
these TVs are far too big and 
bulky to mount on a wall. 

Best For 



Big, roomy home theaters 
Movies and games 
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Essential Things To Know 



Surround-Sound Systems 



How many 
different con- 
figurations 
of surround 
sound are 
there? 



What func- 
tions do the 
different satel- 
lite speakers 
serve in a sur- 
round-sound 
system? 



Can I use my 
TV's internal 
speakers as 
the center 
channel? 



What can I do 
if I want sur- 
round sound 
but don't 
have room for 
all those 
speakers? 



What does it 
mean when 
speakers are 
called bass 
reflex? 



Currently, most home- 
theater receivers support one or 
more of three common configura- 
tions: 5.1, 6.1, and 7.1. The .1 de- 
notes the subwoofer, and the first 
numeral indicates the number of 
full-range speakers in the system. 



ANSWER: Most of the audio 
comes from the left- and right- 
front speakers and the center 
channel, with dialogue coming pri- 
marily from the center. The sur- 
round speakers are mainly used to 
create ambience and spatial effects. 



J: It's possible, if you 
have a free input to connect your 
receiver's center channel output, 
but it's not advisable. Chances are 
the TV audio will have a different 
sonic character than your speakers. 



Although it will mean 
some inevitable compromise in the 
effect, consider a system that syn- 
thesizes surround sound using only 
front-end speakers. Some systems 
use a 2.1 configuration; others uti- 
lize a single wide, slim speaker bar. 






ANSWER: This means the 
speaker cabinet has an open port 
in front or back, which enhances 
its output in a range of bass fre- 
quencies. It sounds a few decibels 
louder than speakers with com- 
pletely enclosed cabinets. 



N 



hopping For Speakers 



If I want to buy 
speakers sepa- 
rately, is it im- 
portant to 
match front 
and rear 
speakers from 
the same man- 
ufacturer? 



What should 
I look for if I 
want to get 
a complete 
system whose 
components 
are ready to 
work together? 



How much 
power should 
my speakers 
be able to 
handle? 



What's the best 
way to test out 
speakers be- 
fore buying 
them? 



ANSWER: Yes. In fact, you 
should try to purchase speakers 
that are not only from the same 
manufacturer, but from within the 
same speaker line, as well. This is 
for the same reason you shouldn't 
use your TV's speakers as the 
center channel: The sonic differ- 
ence can be noticeable. 



J: It sounds like you are 
looking for what's commonly 
called an HTB, or "home theater 
in a box." These systems package 
a full speaker and subwoofer set 
with a home-theater receiver. 
Some packages also include a 
DVD player. 



ANSWER: Your speakers' wattage 
rating should at least be equal to the 
watts-per-channel that your receiver 
puts out. If you love everything loud, 
consider speakers whose rating ex- 
ceeds your receiver's wattage out- 
put, so your speakers have ample 
headroom without distorting. 



ANSWER: Bring along some CDs 
and DVDs you're familiar with and 
do some focused listening in the 
store. Make sure the bass sounds 
deep and snappy and the high end 
sounds crisp and detailed. 
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Speaker Set-Up 



How should I 
position my 
speakers for 
the best 
sound repro- 
duction? 



How should 
my speaker 
system 
sound if I've 
achieved 
the optimum 
setup? 



Why would 
the same 
speakers I 
listened to 
in the store 
sound so 
different at 
home? 



How can I 
avoid running 
unsightly wires 
across my 
living room 
to the rear 
speakers? 



ANSWER: For the front 
speakers, the tweeters should 
be at ear level as you're seated. 
Ideally, the side and rear sur- 
round speakers should be one 
foot higher than that. 



ANSWER: It should sound 
enveloping and three-dimen- 
sional. When an audio effect 
pans from one location to an- 
other, the transition should 
sound smooth and natural, 
without one speaker jumping 
out from the rest. 



Different environ- 
ments can strongly affect how 
speakers sound. Room decor is 
a key factor. Lots of hard, reflec- 
tive surfaces can overemphasize 
the treble range, while soft, 
plush furnishings can dampen 
treble and soak up bass. 



ANSWER: You may be able 
to do without those wires. 
Look into the possibility of a 
sound system, or an accessory 
speaker set, whose surround 
channels are linked to the re- 
ceiver via a short-range wire- 
less connection. 



give my 
speakers some 
burn-in or 
break-in time? 



What are the 
benefits of 
using speaker 
stands or 
carpet spikes? 



ANSWER: This is heavily debated, 
but it wouldn't hurt to go easy on 
volume during the first 50 to 100 
hours of use. That gives your speak- 
ers' components time to loosen up 
before you push them. 



Stands can elevate small 
speakers so the tweeters are at ear level. 
Spikes can give speakers and subwoofers 
a more focused sound by reducing bass 
vibrations that pass into the floor and 
generate unwanted resonances. 



Subwoofers 



How is a sub- 
woofer dif- 
ferent from a 
regular 
speaker? 



If stereo music 
sounds good 
with my 
speakers, why 
would I need 
a subwoofer? 



Subwoofers are 
so big and 
bulky. Can I 
position mine 
so it's in a dis- 
crete location? 



Instead of handling a wide 
frequency range, subwoofers specialize 
in playing only bass tones. The typical 
subwoofer's high end lies somewhere 
between 120Hzand 150Hz (compared 
with 20,000Hz for a full-range speaker) 
and bottoms out around 20Hz. 



Full-range speakers rarely go 
as sonically low as subwoofers do. Hav- 
ing that extra octave or more of bass 
depth will make your movies sound 
bigger and more cinematic, especially 
spectacular action and fantasy movies. 



Yes. Low bass notes sound 
nondirectional to our ears; that is, it's 
difficult to pinpoint where they're 
coming from. If you prefer to conceal 
the subwoofer behind your home-enter 
tainment center, that should work fine. 



>v 
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home theater 



5 Must-Have 
Accessories 





s you head toward the 
HDTV section of your 
local consumer-elec- 
tronics store, you'll in- 
variably pass shelves 
of bland-looking HDTV accessories. 



Wall mounts 
let you display 
your HDTV to 
its greatest ad- 
vantage. To 
help you see 
your TV from the best possible 
viewing angle, look into a swivel 
mount, which lets you adjust the 
vertical and horizontal positions. 
A wall-mounted HDTV also clears 
a bit of floor space and keeps your 
living room or home theater neat 
and clutter-free. Before hanging the 
wall mount and installing the televi- 
sion, make sure your theater reclin- 
ers and couches are positioned 
where you'll be happy with them 
for a while so you don't have to drill 
new holes in the walls every time 
you want to rearrange the furniture. 



Sure, these accessories have multi- 
channel audio, gold-plated connectors, 
nitrogen-injected insulation, and fully 
articulating mounting arms, but they 
can't compete visually with their big- 
screen, flat-panel HDTV counterparts. 






TV stands are a good option if 
you'd rather not drill holes in 
your family room's newly painted 
walls. Likewise, if your walls are made 
of cement or cinderblock, a stand is 
probably a better option than a wall 
mount. Today's A/V furniture manu- 
facturers offer gorgeous, showroom- 
style stands in a variety of materials, 
including warm wood (available in 
many stains), minimalist brushed 
steel, and clean-looking glass. You can 
get a triangular corner model, a high- 
backed cabinet that includes a mount 
for flat-panel HDTVs, and a rack with 
adjustable shelves to accommodate 
the rest of your A/V gear. 




Despite outward appearances, how- 
ever, there are a handful of accessories 
that are vital to getting the most from 
your HDTV. \B 

by Andrew Leibman 



© 




HDMI cables eliminate the 
need for multiple cables. HDMI 
cables are all-in-one cords that 
carry uncompressed digital audio/ 
video signals to 
and from your 
HDTV and its 
components, 
eliminating the 
need for separate A/V ca- 
bles. Well-shielded cables cost a bit 
extra, but they're worth it because 
they eliminate interference from 
other components. Another feature 
you'll appreciate on the more costly 
cables is the connection — because 
the connector is well-built, it'll fit 
snugly in the port, so the cable 
won't work free when pets and 
small children accidentally jostle 
the cables. 



e 



A surround-sound system brings the aural experience of a 
theater home. You've perhaps struggled to keep volume 
levels steady while watching TV. The intrusion of a loud 
commercial in the middle of your favorite 

show is startling; likewise, it's jolting when a 

quiet part of your favorite movie is suddenly 

interrupted by a too-loud scene change. A 

good-quality surround-sound system will fea- 
ture an equalizer, which will prevent volume 

extremes in movies and HD broadcasts that 

are capable of 5.1 or better surround sound. 



<3 



m 



A universal remote lets you control all of your A/V equip- 
ment with one device. No one— not your mom, dad, 
grandma, or even the kids— can figure out the remotes 
when there's a different one for each component in your 
home-theater system. Consolidate the controls 
with a programmable universal remote, which 
lets you control everything with a single device. 
Many of these devices let you control as many 
as 1 5 devices at once, and some have a color LCD 
with backlighting, so you can see what you're opting 
to control in your dimly lit home theater. 
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HOME THEATER 



♦ MITSUBISHI 
MM ELECTRIC 

DIGITAL TELEVISIONS' 



DLP® TV 

Diamond — A History Of Distinction 




Mitsubishi Diamond 
835 Series SuperSlim 
1080pDLPHDTVs 
(WD-65835/WD-73835) 

MSRPs: 65-inch model $2,999 
73-inch model $4,299 

SKUs: 8886896 (65-inch model) 
8886912 (73-inch model) 

www.mitsubishi-tv.com 



Quick Overview 

Mitsubishi's Diamond models have come to 
represent the company's devotion to timeless 
design, commitment to quality, and the pursuit 
of innovation while never losing sight of what is 
most important to the customer. This proud 
tradition is evident in its large-screen DLP® 
HDTVs. The result is an all-picture sensation 
that puts you in the middle of all the action. 

Perfect For 

With 1080p, a compact cabinet, and simple de- 
sign, Mitsubishi's Diamond DLP @ HDTVs are 
perfect for those who want a large screen that 
won't take up a lot of space. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• 1080p DLP* display with Tru1080p™ and Plush1080p @ Processing 

• Exclusive 6-Color Processor™ generates a brighter and wider range of 
colors and creates whiter whites 

• Smooth 120Hz™* minimizes motion blur 

• x.v.Color™, a new standard for HDTV, enables more color than ever before 

• Color 4D Video Noise Reduction, PerfectColor™, and PerfectTint™* allow 
for additional advanced color processing and adjustment 

• Dark Detailer™* for optimal viewing of dark, dramatic scenes 

• SharpEdge™* creates crisp, sharp edges for stunning picture precision 

• NetCommand* provides a true one-remote control home-theater system 

Coolest Feature 

Once 3D video content becomes readily available, these 3D Ready HDTVs 
will offer exciting HDTV experiences. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores (Magnolia Home Theater) and www.bestbuy.com 

* Diamond Step Up Feature 
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HOME THEATER 



A 



MITSUBISHI 
ELECTRIC 

DIGITAL TELEVISIONS 



DLP®TV 

Live Your Entertainment, Don't Just Watch It 




Mitsubishi 73-inch 
SuperSlim 1080p DLP 

HDTV (WD-73735) 

MSRP: $2,999 

SKU: 8824329 

www.mitsubishi-tv.com 



Quick Overview 

The Mitsubishi experience is brought to life with 
the new 735 Series DLP @ HDTVs. The 735 Series 
delivers an all-picture sensation that puts you in 
the middle of all the action. And with the 3D 
Ready feature, immersion in your entertainment 
is even more captivating. Watch from the side- 
lines as your favorite team makes a game-win- 
ning play or stand back as your favorite film 
invades your living room. 

Perfect For 

The "more picture, less space" element of the 735 
Series makes it perfect for those who want a top- 
quality, large-screen HDTV in a smaller space. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• 1080p DLP @ display 

• Exclusive 6-Color Processor™ generates brighter colors, a wider range of 
colors, and whiter whites 

• x.v.Color™, a new standard for HDTV, enables more color than ever before 

• Color 4D Noise Reduction, PerfectColor™, and PerfectTint™ allow for 
additional advanced color processing and adjustment 

• Tru1080p™ Processing keeps your signal the way it was meant to be seen 

• Video modes: Brilliant/Bright/Natural/Game 

• 3D Ready: Immerse yourself in your favorite game, movie, or event 

• Connectivity: Three HDMI and three component inputs 

Coolest Feature 

The front USB photo input allows you to enjoy your favorite photos on 
the big screen. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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HOME THEATER 




LG 



LCD TV 

Stylish Design, Superior Performance 




LG 52-inch 1080p 
120Hz Flat-Panel LCD 
HDTV (52LG70) 

MSRP: $2,999 

SKU: 8833747 

www.us.lge.com 



Quick Overview 

LG's 52LG70 LCD HDTV combines eye-catching 
design with enhanced features in order to deliver 
superior picture and audio quality. The 52LG70's 
elegant teardrop design is accentuated with clean 
lines, an invisible speaker system, soft-touch con- 
trols, and distinctive red color accents to create a 
truly premium HDTV. The 52LG70 has an ultra- 
high 15,000:1 contrast ratio and Full HD 1080p 
resolution with TruMotion 120Hz technology. 

Perfect For 

Home-theater enthusiasts looking for premium 
performance and stylish design. 



Outstanding Benefits 

Full HD 1080p resolution 

15,000:1 Dynamic Contrast Ratio 

TruMotion 120Hz technology 

Invisible speaker system with Clear Voice technology 

24p Real Cinema 

4x HDMI™ V.1.3 with Deep Color 

LG SimpLink™ Connectivity 

ISFccc Calibration ready 

USB 2.0 jack for viewing JPEG photos or listening to MP3 music files 

Coolest Feature 

LG's Intelligent Sensor automatically evaluates its surroundings and 
processes picture quality elements, such as brightness, contrast, color, 
sharpness, and white balance, for the best optimized video results. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 

Copyright 2008 LG Electronics U.S.A., Inc. Englewood Cliffs, NJ. All right reserved. LG is a registered trademark of LG Corp. 
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HOME THEATER 



Panasonic 



Plasma TV 

Optimize Your Viewing Experience 




Panasonic Viera 
PZ800 Series Plasma 
HDTV 

MSRPs: 46-inch model $2,799.95 
50-inch model $3,199.95 

SKUs: 8740516 (46-inch model) 
8740491 (50-inch model) 

www.panasonic.com 



Quick Overview 

Spend some Viera time with your family and 
friends and enjoy the amazing and lifelike picture 
and sound Panasonic's new line of Viera HDTVs 
delivers. Panasonic's Viera PZ800 Plasma HDTV is 
full of great features, including an SD memory 
card slot and Viera Link for simplified control of 
all your compatible Panasonic HD Products. So 
cheer for your team, share your memories in a 
slideshow, and laugh at your favorite comedy all 
on your Panasonic Viera Plasma TV. 

Perfect For 

Anyone looking for a great HDTV experience will 
enjoy the included image-enhancing technologies. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• THX Certified Display 

• Game Mode for an enhanced gaming experience 

• 24p Cinematic Playback 

• GalleryPlayer allows you to view digital photos on the TV screen from 
Secure Digital media cards 

• 4 HDMI Inputs 

• 5,120 equivalent shades of gradation 

• Auto volume leveler prevents volume fluctuations 

Coolest Feature 

Viera Link gives you the power to control all of your compatible 
Panasonic HD Products with just one remote. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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HOME THEATER 



SANUS 



On-Wall Furniture 
Modern Meets Practical 



M 





Sanus Vertical AV 

Foundations™ 

(VF2012-B1/VF2022-B1) 

MSRPs:VF2012-B1 $149.99 
VF2022-B1 $249.99 

SKUs: 8783925 (VF2012-B1) 
8783934 (VF2022-B1) 

www.sanus.com 



Quick Overview 

Sanus Vertical AV Foundations™ combine the 
storage capacity of a cabinet with the discreet 
look of a low-profile wall mount. These versatile 
and stylish wall-mounted A/V stands literally 
fade into the woodwork of any home. The 
Vertical AV Foundations™ "float" below a wall- 
mounted TV. 

Perfect For 

The VF2012-B1 and VF2022-B1 are perfect for 
securely holding A/V components below a 
wall-mounted TV. They also free up valuable 
floor space. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• Strong, adjustable glass shelves are easy to install and securely 
hold components 

• Hidden cable management channels create a "wireless" look 

• Simple three-step installation 

• Easy post-installation positioning adjustments ensure perfect place- 
ment below a wall-mounted TV 

• Open architecture allows components to breathe 

Coolest Feature 

Two cable management channels along each vertical column allow 
power and signal cable separation to preserve signal quality. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores (Magnolia Home Theater) and www.bestbuy.com 



[FirstGlimpse 



First Glimpse /August 2008 21 



HOME THEATER 



Definitive TMmcbgj 

The Leader in High-Performance Loudspeakers* 



Speakers 

Tiny Speakers That Sound Like Monster Towers 




^ 



Definitive Technology 
ProCinema 600 
System 

MSRP: $799 

SKUs: 8206201 (black) 
8553852 (white) 

www.definitivetech.com 



Quick Overview 

The ProCinema 600 System is Definitive Tech- 
nology's most affordable six-piece home- 
theater system, incorporating four identical, 
easy-to-place satellite speakers for front and 
surround channels, a matching center channel 
loudspeaker, and a robust-powered subwoofer. 
But don't let its small size and affordable price 
fool you— the ProCinema is a remarkably so- 
phisticated product with huge sound. 

Perfect For 

Someone looking for a great-performing and easy- 
to-place cinema system at an affordable price. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• Huge speaker sound from tiny, easy-to-place and -use satellite speakers 

• Pressure-coupled mid/bass radiators deliver rich, warm sound 

• 250-watt subwoofer with two 8-inch cones belts out deep, high-impact 
bass 

• Satellites and center speaker can be shelf- or wall-mounted 

• Enjoy clear, high-definition sound thanks to exclusive BDSS 
technology drivers 

• The ProCinema 600 system's components incorporate many of the 
same technologies as Definitive Technology's top-of-the-line models 

Coolest Feature 

Definitive Technology pressure couples its exclusive BDSS technology 
driver to a mid/bass radiator cleverly placed on the top of the satellite. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores (Magnolia Home Theater) and www.bestbuy.com 
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HOME THEATER 



Mart! n Logan 



Floor Speakers 
Systems Made Simple 





MartinLogan Purity 
Fully Powered 
Electrostatic 
Speakers 

MSRP: $2,995 (two speakers) 

SKU: 8457127 

www.martinlogan.com 



Quick Overview 

Martin Logan's Purity speakers mark an exciting 
new direction for electrostatic loudspeaker de- 
sign. Internally powered with a 200-watt high- 
res switching amplifier, these speakers allow an 
unprecedented level of system connection flexi- 
bility. Equipped with a standard RCA line-level 
input, Purity speakers are able to directly con- 
nect to devices such as digital music players, 
flat-screen TVs, or even computers. 

Perfect For 

Those who are building their first high-perfor- 
mance audio setup. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• Airframe technology and a MicroPerf electrostatic transducer enable 
high-frequency accuracy and low-level sonic details 

• Dual 6.5-inch aluminum woofer cones with extended throw driver 
assemblies result in an authoritative bass performance 

• With a rotational and removable speaker base, as well as MiniETC 
spikes for fine audio tuning, users can achieve perfect sound 

• Handle the full sound dynamics and miniscule nuances of any audio 
source with a precision-tuned crossover network 

• Ideal for both stereo (two-channel) and home-theater audio setups 

Coolest Feature 

These speakers can directly hook up to your iPod, TV, or computer. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores (Magnolia Home Theater) and www.bestbuy.com 
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HOME THEATER 



©YAMAHA 

Digital Sound Projector 

True Surround Sound From A Single Unit 



Yamaha YSP-900 
Digital Sound 
Projector 

MSRP: $899.95 

SKU: 8506967 

www.yamaha.com 




Quick Overview 

The elegant and space-saving Yamaha Digital 
Sound Projector is an exciting breakthrough in 
home-theater technology. Thanks to this easy- 
to-install audio component, you'll no longer 
need to invest in multiple speakers, look at 
clutter, or attempt to hide wires in your home- 
theater setup. Instead, you can sit back and 
enjoy true multi-channel surround sound. 

Perfect For 

Yamaha's Digital Sound Projector is ideal for 
anyone who wants a stylish, single audio unit 
that offers a true multi-channel surround- 
sound experience. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• Employs 21 individual speakers, two woofers, and a built-in digital 
amplifier 

• Dolby Digital, DTS, Dolby Pro Logic II, and DTS Neo:6 compatibility 

• TruBass uses harmonics to make the bass from small speakers deeper 
and richer for a more dynamic bass sound 

• My Beam mode directs the sound to the listener's position 

• Elegant, space-saving design complements a wall- or stand-mounted 
plasma, LCD, or rear-projection display; can also be wall-mounted 

Coolest Feature 

Yamaha's exclusive IntelliBeam™ feature makes setup a breeze by auto- 
matically configuring and setting the best sound beam angles and modes 
to fit the size and shape of your room. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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Which LCD TV Is Best For You? 

o you've decided to get an LCD TV. The next step is deciding which LCD TV to invest in. With all the models on today's market, 
you want to be sure the model you select is the best for you and your family. Refer to this chart for further help when shopping. 







Size 


Dimensions; 
Weight** 


Native 
resolution 


Viewing 
angle 


Inputs 


Outputs 


What It Means 


The diagonal 
measurement of 
the TV's screen 


Height x width 
x depth; How 
much the TV 
weighs 


A fixed TV reso- 
lution; images 
are best dis- 
played in the na- 
tive resolution 


The maximum 
angle at which 
the viewer can 
see the screen 
clearly 


Inputs let you 
connect your 
components to 
your TV 


Outputs transfer 
information from 
your TV to pe- 
ripherals, such as 
audio to speakers 


p— *2^H Toshiba 
B^J 37AV500U 

^^^H MSRP: $949.99* 
SKU 8740801 


37 inches 


36.4x24.8x 
4.7 inches; 
39.4 pounds 


720p 


N/A 


2HDMI;2 
component; 1 
S-Video; 2 com- 
posite; 1 PC 


1 audio 


13 


Insignia 
NS-LCD42HD-09 

MSRP: $949.99* 
SKU 8632802 


42 inches 


27x39.8x 
4.5 inches; 
40.7 pounds 


1080p 


N/A 


3HDMI;2 
component; 2 
S-Video; 2 com- 
posite; 1 PC; 1 RF 


2 audio 




Westinghouse 
TX-42F430S 

MSRP: $1,199.99* 
SKU 8386285 


42 inches 


27x42.2x5.5 
inches; 61.1 
pounds 


1080p 


1 78 degrees 


4HDMI;2 
component; 
1 S-Video; 1 
RF 


2 audio 


^^^^ LG 42LG60 
l^fl MSRP: $2,499.95* 
^— J SKU 8808329 


42 inches 


29.4x40.9x 
2.4 inches; 
45 pounds 


1080p 


1 78 degrees 


4HDMI;2 
component; 
1 PC; 1 com- 
posite 


3 audio 


E 


Sony Bravia 
KDL-46Z4100/B 

MSRP: $2,799.99* 
SKU 8828691 


46 inches 


27.1x42.5x 
3 inches; 49 
pounds 


1080p 


N/A 


4HDMI;2 
component; 1 
S-Video; 2 com- 
posite; 1 PC 


2 audio 


raM«| Sharp AQUOS 
^ T ] LC-46SE94U 
C^p^ MSRP: $3,199.99* 
SKU 8747822 


46 inches 


26.3x43.7x 
3.5 inches; 
54 pounds 


1080p 


1 76 degrees 


3 HDMI; 2 
component; 
1 S-Video; 3 
composite 


N/A 


— _=^_ Mitsubishi Diamond 
tf^^l LT-46244 

E^^3 MSRP: $3,299.98* 
SKU 8500721 


46 inches 


26.9x42.3x 
5.6 inches; 
63.3 pounds 


1080p 


N/A 


4 HDMI; 3 
component; 
2 S-Video; 2 
composite 


2 audio 


& 


LG 52LG70 

MSRP: $2,999* 

SKU 8833747 ^ 


52 inches 


50.6x33.3x 
5.1 inches; 
79.6 pounds 


1080p 


1 78 degrees 


3 HDMI; 2 HD 
component; 1 
S-Video; 2 com- 
posite; 1 RF 


2 audio 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. **unless specified, this is without stand 



First Glimpse /August 2008 25 



Which Plasma TV Is Best For You? 

If you're planning on buying a plasma HDTV, it might be hard to decide on one just by looking at a wall of gorgeous sets. Refer to 
this chart for further help when shopping. 









Dimensions; 


Native 


Viewing 










Size 


Weight** 


resolution 


angle 


Inputs 


Outputs 




What It Means 


The diagonal 


Height x width 


A fixed TV reso- 


The maximum 


Inputs let you 


Outputs transfer 






measurement 


x depth; How 


lution; images 


angle at which 


connect your 


information from 






of the TV's 


much the TV 


are best dis- 


the viewer can 


components to 


your TV to pe- 






screen 


weighs 


played in the na- 
tive resolution 


see the screen 
clearly 


your TV 


ripherals, such as 
audio to speakers 


r. i 


LG 42PG20 


42 inches 


26.7x40.9x 


720p 


N/A 


3HDMI;3 


1 audio 


fcr 


MSRP: $1,199.95* 




3.4 inches; 






component; 




Bk^r-M*' 


SKU 8749278 




53.7 pounds 






1 S-Video 




. 


Panasonic 


42 inches 


26.7x40.2x 


720p 


N/A 


3HDMI;2 


2 audio 


iffp 


TH-42PX80U 

MSRP: $1,199.95* 
SKU 8722448 




3.7 inches; 
56.7 pounds 






component; 
2 composite; 
2 S-Video 






Samsung 
PN42A450 




26.3x41. 5x 
3.8 inches; 


720p 


175 degrees 


3HDMI;2 
component; 


N/A 


igy 






MSRP: $1,199.99* 




59.1 pounds 






1PC 






SKU 8749376 














vn — "1 


Insignia 


50 inches 


32x5 1.4x 


720p 


N/A 


2HDMI;2 


1 audio 


fe 


NS-PDP50 




4.2 inches; 






component; 




tjLjJtegji 


MSRP: $1,299.99* 
SKU 8454996 




95 pounds 






1 S-Video; 1 
RF; 1 PC 






Panasonic 
TH-42PZ80U 


42 inches 


26.6x41. 3x 
4 inches; 


1080p 


N/A 


3HDMI;2 
composite; 


1 audio; 1 
video 


fcfel 


■^^J 


MSRP: $1,499.95* 
SKU 8732838 




66.1 pounds 






2 S-Video; 
2 audio 




F : — 1 


Samsung 


50 inches 


32.7x48.4x 


1080p 


175 degrees 


3 HDMI; 2 


N/A 


fc£" 


PN50A550 




12.6 inches; 






component; 




^^j^j 


MSRP: $2,299* 
SKU: 8749367 




82.3 pounds 






2 composite; 
1 S-Video; 1 PC 






Pioneer 
PDP-5020FD 


50 inches 


28.5x48.5x3.7 
inches; 74.1 


1080p 


N/A 


4 HDMI; 

1 component; 


3 audio 


k-r * ' 


nn^ 


MSRP: $4,000* 
SKU: 8869147 




pounds 






3 composite; 
1 S-Video; 1 PC 






Pioneer 
PDP-6020FD 


60 inches 


34.5x57.7x 
3.7 inches; 


1080p 


N/A 


4 HDMI; 1 
component; 3 


3 audio 


L^.' 


MSRP: $5,500* 
SKU 8867871 




112 pounds 






composite; 1 
S-Video; 1 PC; 
1 RF 





*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. **unless specified, this is without stand 
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Say Cheese! 

Today's Cameras Offer More Than Megapixels 




Df you've shopped for a 
new digital camera lately, 
you've probably come 
across some new terms 
and features that you don't 
recognize. Although the 
megapixel war is not fully over, most of 
today's cameras offer greater resolution 
than many of us need. (For example, did 
you know that with an 8MP camera, you 
can get quality prints as large as 10x13 
inches?) As a result, camera manufac- 
turers have turned their attention to new 
features and technologies to help differ- 
entiate their cameras from those of other 
manufacturers. Here, we'll take a closer 
look at some of these features to give you 
a better idea of what they can do. 

Face Detection 

We've all taken pictures where our sub- 
ject's face was washed out, dimly lit, or 
out of focus. Face detection solves these 
problems and gives you better-exposed 



images. Also called face-priority AF 
(auto focus), face detection distin- 
guishes human faces in the picture from 
the rest of the image. After recognizing 
the faces, the camera adjusts the focus 
and exposure of the picture accordingly. 

Smile Detection 

Most parents will tell you it's difficult to 
snap a picture at the exact moment their 
kids crack a smile. To help overcome this, 
many manufacturers are incorporating a 
smile detection, or smile shutter, feature 
in digital cameras. As you'd expect from 
its name, smile detection figures out 
when your subject is smiling and snaps a 
picture at that moment. Generally, this 
feature can only focus on one face, 
though, so choose wisely. 



Blink Detection 

If a frowning face doesn't ruin a picture, 
a blink will. Like similar face and smile 



detection features, blink detection dis- 
plays a message to let you know if you 
need to retake a picture due to a blink- 
ing subject. 

Scene Recognition 

Even though our cameras have nu- 
merous presets for different scene 
modes, such as fireworks, nighttime 
shots, portraits, macro, and more, 
many of us don't use these settings. 
Instead, we fall into the rut of using the 
fully automatic mode. Cameras with in- 
telligent scene detection or a smart 
capture mode will help you get out 
of this rut — they'll analyze the scene 
you're about to capture and then 
choose the most appropriate preset 
scene mode, which has specialized 
flash, focus, and exposure settings. 

Image Stabilization 

It can be very difficult to keep the cam- 
era steady while shooting, especially 
when you're using a long zoom lens. 
Thankfully, image stabilization can help 
compensate for camera movement that 
would generally result in blurry images. 
In some cameras, this feature will shift 
the camera's image sensor to compen- 
sate for movement. Other cameras may 
choose different settings, such as a faster 
shutter speed, to help prevent blur. 
Image stabilization is common with 
many new compact-digital cameras. 
Some D-SLR manufacturers incorporate 
image stabilization into the camera's 
body, whereas others place this tech- 
nology in the lens. B3 

by Jennifer Johnson 
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Fulfill Your 
Photography Needs 

Tips For Buying Your Next Camera 

he labyrinth of digital camera models, feature out your hard-earned money. Here are some tips that 

sets, and price points is enough to make your will help you shop for the digital camera that will best fit 

head spin. So, whether you're buying your first your needs. 13 

digital camera or your second (or third), it's im- 

portant to do your homework before you shell by Theano Nikitas 



D 



The model you buy will soon be replaced by a faster, better, and 
less-expensive camera, so choose a model that fits your needs for 
the foreseeable future. If you want to improve your photo- 
graphic skills, look for a camera with manual exposure controls 
(aperture- and shutter-priority and full-manual modes). You 
may even want a D-SLR (see "Essential Things To Know: D-SLR 
Cameras" on page 30 for more information on this type of 
camera) for the ultimate in control and flexibility. If you prefer a 
no-fuss, no-muss camera, stick with a compact model. 



S 



a 



You'll be hard-pressed to find a digital camera with fewer 
than 4MP, which is usually good enough to make decent 
8x10 prints. However, most digital cameras on the market are 
equipped with at least 5MP, which is the minimum mega- 
pixel count we suggest if you plan to regularly make 8x10 
prints (or slightly larger). Go higher than 5AAP to crop your 
pictures and maintain good photo quality. 



E 




For a D-SLR, you can choose your lenses ac- 
cording to focal length. Non-SLR digital 
cameras, however, have a built-in lens with 
a set optical zoom range— anywhere from 
3X (usually the 35mm equivalent of about 
38 to 104mm) to 10X or 12X (the 35mm 
equivalent of 38 to 380mm or higher). If the 
focal range doesn't fit your picture-taking 
needs, see if the camera offers telephoto or 
wide-angle accessory lenses. Look at the 
camera's optical zoom, as this feature is 
more important than digital zoom. Digital 
zoom crops the image in-camera, which de- 
grades image quality. 



Get hands-on time with the camera. Check the 
LCD to see how it performs in bright and low 
light and whether the menu's text and icons are 
easy to see and understand. If you take pictures 
outside, where even the best LCD is difficult to 
see, look for a camera with an optical viewfind- 
er so you can bypass the LCD. Make sure the 
camera is comfortable to hold, carry, and op- 
erate. Can you reach all of the buttons and dials? 



When budgeting, know that digital cameras 
rarely come with a media card so you'll have to 
buy one (or two). Also, what kind of battery 
does it use? If it takes AAs, budget for a set of 
rechargeable AAs and a charger. At the same 
time, check out the CI PA (Camera & Imaging 
Product Association) rating; most manufac- 
turers list this rating in the camera specs. 



Digital 
Camcorders 

5 Must- Have Accessories 



Prices for digital camcorders continue to fall as picture quality increases, which is es- 
pecially good news for first-time camcorder buyers. As a first-time buyer, you may 
not have a good idea of what else to include in your camcorder budget. Here are a 
few accessories we consider must-haves. B3 



by Theano Nikitas 
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A bag protects your camcorder from potential hard 

knocks. Whether you have tons of DV gear or only the 

minimum, a camera bag or case is probably one of the 

most important investments you'll make. Obviously, a 
well-padded bag (or a hard case if you need to check your 
equipment when flying or are taking your gear out on a boat) will protect your 
camera from knocks and short drops. At the same time, a camera bag can serve as 
a home for your DV gear; stow all your equipment and accessories in the bag, and 
you won't have to turn the house upside down to find that cable or extra DV tape. 



s 



UV filters are an inexpensive way to keep your lens scratch-free. If your cam- 
corder has a threaded lens, you might want to invest in a UV (ultraviolet) 
filter. Some people use a UV filter to protect the lens from scratches, as well 
as dirt, sand, and other outdoor photo hazards, because it's much 

Oless expensive to replace a filter than a lens or camera. And, be- 
cause the filter cuts down on UV light, you'll get clearer and 
more-detailed footage when you're shooting in high-UV condi- 
tions, such as in the mountains, so those great landscape shots 
will look even more impressive. 



S 



A tripod holds your camcorder steady, so guests don't get sick when they 
watch your vacation video. You may have smooth moves on the dance floor, 
but can any of us really say that we can hold a camcorder as steadily as we'd 
like to? Probably not. That's where a tripod comes in. A tripod that's sturdy 
enough to hold the weight of the camcorder (check the specs) 
and equipped with a three-way pan/tilt head (the head is the 
part the camera is attached to) will allow you to smoothly pan 
the action as your daughter runs up the field to score her win- 
ning soccer goal or to follow the path of a bird from the tree up 
to the sky as it disappears from view. And, if you want a static, 
steady shot, just put the camera on the tripod, press record, 
and let it run — just make sure to place the camera and tripod 
out of harm's way, especially at parties and other group events. 




E 



Experiment with different 
lens adapters, such as wide- 
angle or telephoto. Digital 
camcorders usually have 
a much broader zoom range 
than digital still cameras, but if 
the zoom range isn't broad 
enough and your camcorder 
accepts accessory lenses, pick 
up a wide-angle or telephoto 
adapter lens. A wide-angle lens 
is great for tight spots, espe- 
cially when you're indoors at a 
party where you may be too 
close to your subjects to get 
the full view 
you'd like. A 
telephoto lens, 
of course, al- 
lows you to get 
closer to sub- 
jects that are 
far away, such as performers in 
a ring at the circus or in rugged 
terrain when you're searching 
out wildlife. 



s 



Spare batteries ensure that 
you'll be able to continue 
shooting your son's base- 
ball game, even when it 
goes into extra innings. There 
are times when you'll want to 
shoot video in the best quality 
for a fairly continuous amount 
of time, which 
can drain the 
battery. Re- 
charging the 
battery takes 
time that you 
may not have. It's a good idea 
to have a fully charged back- 
up battery in your case so you 
don't miss any of the action — 
whether it's the grand finale of 
your daughter's piano recital; 
the final, exciting set of your 
son's varsity tennis match; or 
the last hour of your hike in 
Rocky Mountain National Park. 
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Essential Things To Know 




D-SLR Accessories 



My camera 
has a pop-up 
flash. Do I 
need a sepa- 
rate flash? 



What type of 
D-SLR case 
will I need? 



ANSWER: Pop-up flashes can be 
overpowering or narrow in reach. 
External flashes provide much 
more natural, far-reaching light 
and adjust to provide the appro- 
priate amount of light. 



A 



*\ 



Are acces- 
sories inter- 
changeable 
among 
cameras? 



Can I use 
my old film 
lenses with 
my D-SLR? 



ANSWER: If you intend to carry 
only the camera, look for a small, 
lightweight bag. If you have many 
lenses and accessories, look for a 
single case that will hold them all. 

y 

ANSWER: Sometimes, but not al- 
ways. If both D-SLRs are from the 
same manufacturer, the likelihood 
of compatibility increases, but is 
still not guaranteed. 



In many cases, film 
lenses from one manufacturer will 
work on a D-SLR from that same 
manufacturer, though the focal 
lengths will change due to varia- 
tions in image sensor size. 



*\ 



* 



What are 
filters? 


r ANSWER: Filters attach to the 
front of your camera's lens. In addi- 
tion to protecting the lens, filters 
can add unique effects to your 










1 










photography. For example, a polar- 
izing filter can help reduce glare. 












What 
common 
shooting 
modes are 
found on 
D-SLRs? 

L 






Should 1 buy 

additional 

lenses? 


Different lenses serve 
different purposes. If you're trying 
to take close-up shots, use a macro 
lens. For taking pictures of objects 
in the distance, a zoom lens is ideal. 




1 



D-SLR Settings 



What is Av 
mode? 



What is Tv 
mode? 



What's the 
slowest shutter 
speed I can 
use without 
needing a 
tripod? 



What does 
P mode 
enable? 



ANSWER: Most D-SLRs offer many 
manual and automatic shooting 
modes. Along with a handful of fully 
automatic modes (sports, macro, 
portrait, landscape, etc), you'll find 
full manual, Av (aperture priority), Tv 
(time value), and P (program) modes. 



i 



N 



ANSWER: Av lets you select the 
aperture setting, and the camera se- 
lects the appropriate shutter speed to 
properly expose your image. Aperture 
controls the depth of field of an image. 
Depth of field describes the areas of 
the photograph that are in focus. 



ANSWER: In Tv mode, you select 
the shutter speed, and the camera se- 
lects the most appropriate aperture 
settings to complement. Fast shutter 
speeds are particularly helpful for 
fast-action or sports shots. 



ANSWER: Of course, each situation 
varies. Unless you're using a lens with 
image stabilization, the general rule is 
that you cannot handhold a camera 
at speeds slower than 1/60th of a 
second without introducing blur. 



ANSWER P mode is similar to the 
fully automatic mode, but it lets 
you control some settings, such as 
the camera's flash. 
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D-SLR Benefits 



ANSWER: D-SLRs have little de- 
lay between the time the shutter 
is pressed and when the image is 
taken (assuming the camera has 
already focused), and they can 
take multiple images quickly. 



Can a D-SLR 
help me take 
photos at 
sporting 
events? 



What are all 
of the little 
markers on the 
viewfinder? 



Will I get 
better pictures 
with a D-SLR 
than a com- 
pact camera? 



ANSWER: With fast shutter 
speeds and burst rates, D-SLRs en- 
able you to stop fast-moving ac- 
tion. This means you'll be able to 
capture a photo of your son kick- 
the winning goal. 



ing 



ANSWER: These markers are the 
points on which your camera can 
focus. You can select a single fo- 
cus point or enable all of them. 



ANSWER: D-SLRs have better 
image sensors than compact cam- 
eras. This can result in higher- 
quality pictures that have less noise 
and more detail. 



D-SLR Features 



What's the 
benefit of 
image 
stabilization? 



What are 

focal 

lengths? 



What's the 
benefit of high 
ISO settings? 



What is dig- 
ital noise? 



Can I frame 
my photo 
using my 
D-SLR's LCD? 



How can I 
take multiple, 
sequential 
images 
quickly? 




ANSWER: Image stabilization re- 
duces the blur caused by camera 
shake, giving you sharp pictures, even 
when taken in low light or at long 
focal lengths. Image stabilization can 
be built into a camera's body or lens. 



ANSWER: A lens focal length is 
the distance (in mm) from the op- 
tical center of the lens to the focal 
point located on the camera's 
sensor. A change in focal length 
gives you a zoom effect— allowing 
the camera to move toward or 
away from a photo subject. 



ANSWER: High ISOs let you take 
pictures in low-light situations where 
using a flash is not an option. There's 
a trade-off, however, as high ISO set- 
tings often cause digital noise. 



ANSWER: Pictures taken in low-light 
situations often have random flecks of 
color spread throughout the image. 
These flecks indicate digital noise. 



Because of the way in 
which they are constructed, most D- 
SLRs rely upon an optical view-finder 
to frame a shot. However, some D- 
SLRs now have a live view function 
that lets you use the LCD for framing. 



N 



ANSWER: Burst mode lets you 
capture a certain number of images 
at a set fps (frames per second). This 
mode is particularly helpful for action 
shots so you're sure to capture that 
star player's baseball catch, graduate's 
handshake, or child's cute expression. 



N 
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DIGITAL IMAGING 



OLYMPUS 



Digital Camera 

The Camera That Redefines Tough 



cr 




Olympus 
Stylus 1030 SW 

MSRP: $399.99 

SKU: 8696137 (green) 

www.olympusamerica.com 



Quick Overview 

The Stylus 1030 SW's powerful image- 
enhancing features, including face detection, 
image stabilization, and TruePic III image 
processing, are housed within a durable, all- 
weather exterior that you can take safely to the 
slopes, to the beach, or practically anywhere for 
amazing shots wherever you go. 

Perfect For 

The shockproof, waterproof, freezeproof, and 
dustproof design gives active people the confi- 
dence to take this camera anywhere and shoot 
in nearly any condition. Great for divers, surfers, 
rafters, skiers, and anyone with an active lifestyle. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• Shockproof (6.6 feet)— durable metal body, floating circuit board, and 
innovative shock-absorbing construction 

• Waterproof (33 feet)— revolutionary system of waterproof seals and 
gaskets keeps water out as deep as 33 feet 

• Freezeproof (14°F)— winterized to perform at sub-freezing temperatures 

• Crushproof (220 pounds of pressure)— rugged body and reinforced LCD 

• 10.1 MP CCD— take vibrant, high-resolution photos 

• 3.6x Wide-Angle Zoom Lens (28-1 02mm equivalent)— wider field of view 
with 3.6x optical/5x digital zoom 

• 2.7-inch HyperCrystal™ II LCD— increased visibility in direct sunlight 

Coolest Feature 

Crushproof. This camera's rugged body and reinforced LCD withstands 
up to 220 pounds of pressure, so your camera and images are protected. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 



[FirstGlimpse 



32 August 2008 / FirstGlimpseMag.com 



DIGITAL IMAGING 



OLYMPUS 



Digital Camera 

Tough Enough For Everyday Life 




Olympus 
Stylus 850 SW 

MSRP: $299.99 

SKU: 8696128 (orange) 

www.olympusamerica.com 



Quick Overview 

Whether you take this camera to the beach, 
to the slopes, or just out on the town, its all- 
weather design will keep it safe from harm. 
Packed into its durable exterior are powerful 
image-enhancing features, including face 
detection and image stabilization, to ensure 
that every shot comes out looking great. 

Perfect For 

The Stylus 850 SW is designed for active people 
who want a tough camera that can keep up 
with their on-the-go lifestyles. Incredibly dur- 
able, sleek, and stylish, the Stylus 850 SW is a 
must-have vacation and party accessory. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• Shockproof (5 feet)— rugged metal body and revolutionary shock- 
absorbing construction 

• Waterproof (10 feet)— waterproof seals and gaskets allow you to take 
underwater movies and pictures 

• Freezeproof (14°F)— winterized to perform at sub-freezing temperatures 

• 8MP CCD— take vibrant, high-resolution photos 

• 3x optical/5x digital zoom— take close-up shots from a distance 

• 2.5-inch HyperCrystal™ LCD— anti-glare technology and wide viewing 
angle 

Coolest Feature 

Waterproof (10 feet). Don't just take it to the pool, take it in the pool. 
Innovative waterproof seals and gaskets allow you to take amazing under- 
water pictures and movies in the pool or even in the ocean. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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DIGITAL IMAGING 



Digital Camera 

Compact, Stylish & Affordable 




Casio Exilim EX-Z80 

MSRP: $179.99 

SKU: 8719005 (blue) 

www.exilim.casio.com 



Quick Overview 

Casio's Exilim EX-Z80 is a sleek, little compact 
camera that packs a lot of style, but with 8.1 
megapixels, a 3X optical zoom, and an Exilim 
Engine 2.0, it can produce great photo and 
movie results. And, although this digital camera 
may be small, its LCD isn't. With a large 2.6-inch 
screen, you'll be able to perfectly frame your 
shots with ease. 

Perfect For 

Someone who wants a well-rounded digicam 
that offers both style and function, all without 
an overwhelming price tag. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• 8.1 Megapixel resolution delivers stunning photos 

• Auto Shutter Panning snaps blur-free photos while you pan to keep up 
with action 

• Auto shutter detects the perfect time for the camera to take a photo 
and requires no second guessing on your part 

• Easy Mode helps you set up shots in order to achieve crisp, first-rate 
photos every time you click the shutter 

• Movie Button allows you to instantly record videos without changing 
your camera settings 

Coolest Feature 

YouTube™ Capture Mode lets you seamlessly transfer and share your favorite 
photos and videos on YouTube. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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DIGITAL IMAGING 



Digital Camera 

Make Your Movies As Portable As Your Music 




Casio Exilim EX-S10 

MSRP: $249 

SKU: 8719014 (red) 

www.exilim.casio.com 



Quick Overview 

With the Exilim EX-S10, Casio sought to pro- 
duce a camera with a high-resolution CCD and 
a very bright Super Clear LCD featuring a high 
contrast ratio and a wide field of view. Both the 
picture-taking and image-viewing capabilities of 
this camera have been improved, and its design 
presence has been enhanced by keeping it as 
slim as possible. 



Perfect For 



The person who is looking for quality digital 
camera features in an ultra-slim package. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• Show the world your videos faster than ever with the YouTube 
capture mode. 

• Super Clear LCD lets you see your shots more clearly than ever, even in 
bright sunlight. 

• Auto Shutter Detect Smile will shoot automatically when subjects 
are smiling. 

• Casio Exilim will automatically analyze the scene and apply face- 
detection, adjust the focus and exposure, and find the perfect setting. 

Coolest Feature 

Upload all your favorite moments to your iPod or iPhone in seconds so 
you can show them off anytime, anywhere. Drag & Drop videos into 
iTunes to sync with iPod or iPhone. No conversion, no complications, no 
worries. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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DIGITAL IMAGING 



Canon 

Photo Printer 

Beautiful Prints, From Any Room In The House 




Canon Selphy CP760 
Photo Printer 

MSRP: $99.99 

SKU: 8877717 

www.usa.canon.com 



Quick Overview 

With the compact Selphy CP760, you can print 
amazing photos with ease from anywhere, even 
a hotel room on vacation, all without a com- 
puter! Just insert your camera's memory card 
into one of the built-in card slots, preview and 
auto-enhance images on the 2.5-inch TFT dis- 
play and then print! Or, print directly from 
your compatible digital camera, camera phone, 
or Bluetooth device using the optional BU-30 
Bluetooth interface. 

Perfect For 

Those who want wonderful, quality prints no 
matter where they are. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• Light, compact body makes it easy to take this printer with you 

• Preview your prints on the 2.5-inch color TFT screen 

• Large display and big buttons make it easy to use 

• Print water-resistant photos that last up to 100 years in less than 
one minute 

• Print directly from your memory cards via the card slots or wirelessly 
with a Bluetooth-enabled device and optional Bluetooth adapter 

• Automatic red-eye correction makes sure all your photos turn 
out beautifully 

Coolest Feature 

Enhance your photos with Portrait Image Optimize for perfect prints 
every time. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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DIGITAL IMAGING 



Canon 

HD Camcorder 

Setting A New Standard For High Definition 




Canon VIXIAHF10 

Camcorder 

MSRP: $1,099 

SKU: 8732696 

www.usa.canon.com 



Quick Overview 

Despite the compact size, the VIXIA HF10 Dual 
Flash Memory camcorder is packed with ad- 
vanced technology and a wealth of features to 
create stunning, quality video. The VIXIA HF10 
offers the flexibility of recording up to six hours 
of HD video to a 16GB internal Flash drive, as 
well as recording to a SDHC memory card. A 
fully functional 3.1 MP digital camera allows you 
to capture high-quality still images, as well. 

Perfect For 

Those who want to record stunning High- 
Definition video in a sleek and compact 
camcorder. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• Dual Flash Memory allows you to record up to six hours of crisp HD 
video to a 16GB internal Flash drive, as well as removable SDHC 
memory cards 

• Genuine Canon 12X HD Video Lens delivers unsurpassed image quality 

• Canon 3.3MP Full HD CMOS Image Sensor captures HD information at 
1,920 x 1,080 resolution for razor-sharp detail 

• DIGIC DV II Image Processor for stunning color and clarity for video 
and photos 

Coolest Feature 

Sharing your video footage and photos has never been easier! When the 
internal Flash drive becomes full, footage can be easily transferred to an 
SDHC memory card, and when it comes time to view the video, the card 
is simply placed into a computer or HDTV for instant viewing. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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Which Compact Camera Is Best For You? 

If you're a little confused about the most important features in a digital camera, you're not alone. In this chart, we compare fea- 
tures from select digital cameras available at Best Buy (www.bestbuy.com), and we also explain what these features mean. 







Resolution; 
Optical zoom 


Shutter 
speed 


Memory 
card 


LCD size 


Battery 
life 


ISO 


Movie 
mode 


What It Means 


More pixels mean 
bigger and clearer 
prints; Moves the 
lens closer to your 
subject 


A faster shutter 
speed will let 
you snap ac- 
tion photos 
without blur 


Removable 
card that 
stores your 
photos in 
your camera 


The LCD is 
the display 
on the 
back of the 
camera 


Based on 
how many 
shots you 
can take on a 
single charge 


A higher ISO 
lets you take 
better pho- 
tos in low- 
light settings 


Lets you re- 
cord short 
video clips 
on your dig- 
ital camera 




Casio Exilim 

EX-Z80 

MSRP:$1 79.99* ^ 

SKU 8719005 ^S 


8.1MP;3X 


1/2 to 

1/2,000 

second 


SDHC/SD/ 
MMC/ 
MMC plus 


2.6 inches 


210 shots 


Auto; Manu- 
al: 64; 100; 
200; 400; 800; 
1600 


Yes 




IS 


Canon PowerShot 
A590IS 

MSRP: $179.99* 
SKU 8739966 


8MP; 4X 


15 to 

1/2,000 

second 


SD/SDHC/ 
MMC 


2.5 inches 


220 shots 
(AA-size 
alkaline 
battery) 


Auto; Manu- 
al: 80, 100, 
200, 400, 800, 
1600 


Yes 




Fuji FinePix 
Z20fd 

MSRP: $179.99* 
SKU 8738752 


10MP;3X 


3 to 

1/1,000 

second 


xD-Picture 

Card/SD/ 

SDHC 


2.5 inches 


180 shots 


Auto; Manu- 
al: 64, 100, 
200, 400, 800, 
1600 


Yes 


3j 


Casio Exilim 
EX-S10 

MSRP: $249.99* ^ 
SKU 8741551 4m 


10.1MP;3X 


1/2 to 

1/2,000 

second 


SD/SDHC/ 
MMC 


2.7 inches 


280 shots 


Auto; Manu- 
al: 50, 100, 
200, 400, 800, 
1600 


Yes 


yjjl Sony Cyber-shot 
W170 

■■» MSRP: $299.99* 
SKU 8748509 


10.1MP;5X 


1/4 to 

1/6,000 

second 


Memory 
Stick PRO/ 
PRO Duo 


2.7 inches 


370 shots 


Auto; Manu- 
al: 80, 100, 
200, 400, 800, 
1600,3200 


Yes 




Olympus 850 SW 

MSRP: $299.99* 
SKU 8696128 


8MP; 3X 


1/2 to 

1/1,000 

second 


xD-Picture 

Card/ 

microSD 


2.5 inches 


190shots 


Auto; Manu- 
al: 64, 100, 
200, 400, 800, 
1600 


Yes 


/r- p 'j/j* 




IS) 


Nikon Coolpix P80 

MSRP: $399.95* 
SKU 8791097 


10.1MP;18X 


8 to 

1/2,000 

tosecond 


SD/SDHC 


2.7 inches 


250 shots 


Auto; Manual: 
64; 100; 200; 
400; 800; 1600; 
2000; 3200; 6400 


Yes 




Olympus Stylus 
1030 SW 

MSRP: $399.99* 


10.1MP;3.6X 
ISP 


1/2 to 

1/1,000 

second 


xD-Picture 

Card/ 

microSD 


2.7 inches 


260 shots 


Auto; Manu- 
al: 80, 100, 
200, 400, 800, 
1600 


Yes 


■M 




SKU 8696137 ^M 


r 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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Which D-SLR Is Best For You? 

As D-SLR prices keep coming down, more photographers are turning to them, both as a first camera and as a trade-up to 
something better. In this chart, we'll help you sort through some of the features and performance specs from select cameras 
available at Best Buy (www.bestbuy.com). 







Resolution 


LCD size 


ISO range 


Kit lens 


Burst speed 


Shutter speed 


What It Means 


Image sensor 
in megapixels; 
more means a 
bigger image 


Diagonal mea- 
sure of dis- 
play on back 
of camera 


A higher ISO 
range will let 
you take better 
photos in low- 
light situations 


Standard lens 
bundled with 
the camera 
body 


Frames per 
second (fps) 
you can shoot 
while in burst 
mode 


The wider the 
range, the greater 
the gamut of 
long exposures 
to frozen action 


/3 Nikon D40 
g|4 Bfc MSRP: $499.95* 
1 M SKU 8139169 


6.1MP 


2.5 inches 


200 to 1600 


18-55mmf/3.5- 
f/5.6 ED II AF-S 
DX Zoom- 
Nikkor lens 


N/A 


30 to 1/4,000 
seconds 


^ff^^ Olympus 
& Evolt E-420 

MSRP: $599.99* 
SKU 8800363 


10MP 


2.7 inches 


100 to 1600 


14-42mm 
f3.5-5.6 
Zuiko lens 


N/A 


2 to 1/4,000 
seconds 


^^^^ Canon EOS 
£ m Rebel XSi 

MSRP: $899.99* 
^W^^ SKU 8794691 


12.2MP 


3 inches 


100 to 1600 


EF-S18- 
55mm f/3.5- 
5.6 IS 


3.5fps up to 
53 shots 


30 to 1/4,000 
seconds 




Sony Alpha 
DSLR-A350 

I MSRP: $899.99* 
SKU 8781277 


14.2MP 


2.7 inches 


100 to 3200 


DT18- 
70mm f/3.5- 
5.6 


2.5fps 
to card 
capacity 


30 to 1/4,000 
seconds 


Panasonic Lumix 
ggj jjfch DMGL10K 

MSRP: $1,299.95* 
SKU 8815464 


10.1MP 


2.5 inches 


100 to 1600 


LEICA D 
VARIO-ELMAR 
14-50mmf/3.8- 
f/5.6 


3fps to card 
capacity 


60 to 1/4,000 
seconds 


^^ Olympus E-3 

^M g| MSRP: $1,699* 
SKU 8682776 


10.1MP 


2.5 inches 


100 to 3200 


N/A (body 
only) 


5 fps to card 
capacity 


60 to 1/8,000 
seconds 


id 


Nikon D300 

MSRP: $1,799.95* 
SKU 8624036 


12.3MP 


3 inches 


200 to 3200 


N/A (body 
only) 


6fps to card 
capacity; 8fps 
with optional 
battery pack 


30 to 1/8,000 
seconds 




Canon EOS 5D 

| MSRP: $3,299.99* 
SKU 8268162 


12.8MP 


2.5 inches 


100 to 1600 


EF24- 

105mm f/4L 
IS USM lens 


3fps up to 
60 shots 


30 to 1/8,000 
seconds 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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Which Digital Camcorder Is Best For You? 

Digital camcorders come in a number of formats: DVD, hard drive, flash drive, MiniDV, and high definition are the most 
common. By comparing the following digital camcorders available at Best Buy (www.bestbuy.com), you can determine which 
format and product best fit your style. 



LCD size 



Optical zoom; 
Digital zoom 



Recording 
speeds 



Memory 
card 



Digital still 
resolution 



Lines of 
resolution 



What It Means 



Diagonal length 
of viewing 
screen 



Two methods 
for magnifying 
depth of field; 
optical zoom is 
better 



The speeds a 
particular cam- 
corder can uti- 
lize during 
recording 



Compatible 
flash card types 
(cards not in- 
cluded unless 
noted) 



The number of 
megapixels 
the camcorder 
can capture in 
still images 



Number of lines 
of horizontal reso- 
lution; the higher 
the number, the 
greater the detail 




SonyDCR-HC62 
MiniDV Handycam 

MSRP: $299.99* 
SKU 8718694 



2.7 inches 



25X; 2,000X 



SP 
LP 



Memory 
Stick PRO 
Duo 



1MP 



520 



CD 
> 



Canon FS100 

MSRP: $399* 
SKU 8732598 



2.7 inches 



37X; 2,000X 



XP 
SP 
LP 



SD/SDHC 



0.8MP 



N/A 



n 

L 




Canon DC320 

MSRP: $369* 
SKU 8696636 



2.7 inches 



37X; 2,000X 



XP 
SP 
LP 



SD/SDHC 



0.8MP 



N/A 



Samsung 
SGHMX10 

MSRP: $799* 
SKU 8566866 



2.7 inches 



10X;100X 



ULTRA FINE 
FINE 
NORM 
ECO 



MMC/SD 



0.3MP 



520 



CD 

> 









JVCGZ-MG730 

MSRP: $799.99* 
SKU 8883835 



2.7 inches 



10X;300X 



ULTRA FINE 
FINE 
NORM 
ECO 



microSD/ 
microSDHC 



7MP 



N/A 



c 
O 



0) 

o 

.c 
D) 



(*Jj 



Panasonic 
HDC-HS9 

MSRP: $999.95* 
SKU 8696627 



2.7 inches 



10X;700X 



HA 
HG 
HX 
HE 



SD/SDHC 



1.6MP 



1,080 






JVCGZ-HD6 

MSRP: $1,399.99* 
SKU 8696645 



2.8 inches 



10X;200X 



FHD 
SP 
LP 
1440CBR 



microSD/ 
microSDHC 



2MP 



1,080 



> 

'Z 

Q 

</> 
D 



Canon VIXIA 
HF10 

MSRP: $1,099.99* 
SKU 8732696 



2.7 inches 



12X;200X 



LP 
SP 
XP+ 
FXP 



SD/SDHC 



2.76MP 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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PCs & Peripherals 



now To Prepare 
bur Home Computer For BD 



BD burner. The latter is more expensive, but it's able to 
write data to 25GB and 50GB BD-R (BD-recordable) and 
BD-RE (BD-rewritable) discs. 

Graphics 

Next, you'll need a graphics adapter (integrated or an 
expansion card) that supports HDCP (high-bandwidth 
digital content protection). Some graphics adapters 
have special technologies that let them decode BD and 
other high-def video (called hardware acceleration) so 
the computer's main processor doesn't have to (called 
software acceleration). Some examples are the Avivo 
HD feature on certain AMD/ATI graphics cards and 
PureVideo HD on Nvidia-based cards. 

Most dual- and quad-core processors are powerful enough 
to decode high-def video even without an Avivo HD or 
PureVideo HD card. Still, such a graphics adapter may give 

you smoother video, and 
you'll probably hear less fan 
noise from your computer 
during movie playback. 



Monitor 



High-definition video has taken home theater by 
storm. The setup for BD (Blu-ray Disc) entertain- 

MENT IS AS SIMPLE AS IT IS FOR DVD— CONNECT A PLAYER 
TO YOUR TV AND AUDIO SYSTEM, THEN PUT IN A DISC. 

However, setting up a computer to play BD movies in- 
volves a few more hurdles than prepping it for DVD play- 
back. Your easiest path is to buy a new, moderately fast 
system guaranteed to play BD. 

Here's a list of the technologies a computer needs for BD 
compatibility. Use it to check out a potential new 
laptop, desktop, or HTPC (home-theater PC) — or to up- 
grade a computer you already own. 

Drive 

BDs don't work in DVD drives, so your computer will 
need either a BD-ROM (BD-read-only memory) drive or 



For the best picture qual- 
ity, you should use a widescreen display with a 1,920 x 
1,200 pixel resolution, which will natively accommodate 
the 1,920 x 1,080 resolution of BD. You can watch HD 
video on a monitor with higher or lower resolution, but 
your graphics card will have to scale the video up or down 
to fit, which means some detail will be lost. 

In addition, your monitor needs to support HDCP, just like 
the graphics adapter. For the best image quality, use an 
HDMI or DVI cable to connect the display to the graphics 
adapter. An older monitor with a VGA cable will work, but 
the picture quality won't be nearly as good. 

Software 

The computer or BD drive will come with BD movie 
player software, but the software might only support 
stereo sound. For 5.1- or 7.1 -channel audio, you'll likely 
need to buy a BD player program with full support for 
multichannel Dolby Digital Plus, DTS-HD, and other 
high-def surround-sound formats. 133 

by Marty Sems 
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PCs 8c Peripherals 



Laptop To Desktop, 

BUDGET TO BIG BUCKS 



Find A PC That Will 
Match Your Needs 






• 




Buying a new computer is an exercise in examining 
what your computing needs really are. there are 
many options for a solid computer at both ends 
of the price spectrum. whether you're thinking of 
buying a laptop or desktop, therms one out there 
that will meet your budgetary needs. 

A Budget Desktop 

Budget desktops have enough features and power to 
handle any and all regular computing applications, in- 
eluding word processing, Web browsing, and email. For 
a few hundred dollars, you can set up your college stu- 
dent with a dorm room computer for homework, re- 
search, and staying in touch with friends and family. 

Or if you find that sharing one computer with a spouse 
and three kids creates traffic jams around the computer, 
have a separate computer for the kids to do their home- 
work while you check the news, sports scores, and email. 
Of course, if your personal computing needs are modest, a 
budget desktop may be the only computer you need. 

You shouldn't settle for any less than 2GB of RAM and 
a processor with at least 2.5GHz of speed. If this is a 



second computer for the home, an 80GB hard drive is 
sufficient; if it's a primary computer, opt for a hard 
drive with 120 to 250GB of storage. Make sure your 
monitor is comfortably large; a 17- or 19-inch monitor 
is a good size, yet small enough to be cost-effective. Be 
sure to take into consideration that not every system 
comes with a monitor, so this might need to be a sepa- 
rate purchase. Don't skimp on ports; make sure your 
computer has enough USB and FireWire ports to ac- 
commodate all of your peripherals. (Of course, if you 
discover a need for additional ports down the road, 
you can always add a USB hub.) 

A High-End Desktop 

When it comes to high-end desktop computers, the sky's 
the limit in terms of what you can spend— from about 
$1,000 up to several thousand dollars— and what you 
can do. Whether you're looking for a family computer 
with lots of storage and fast Internet, a gaming or home- 
theater PC, or simply a computer that will last you for 
years, a high-end PC will fill the bill. 

You'll want a large hard drive for storing video, music, 
and photos— somewhere between 500GB and 1TB. The 
processor speed should be at least 3GHz, and 4GB 
of RAM will keep your computer humming along 
quickly. You'll want ports galore to attach all manner 
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PCs & Peripherals 
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A 




of peripherals, from a mouse and keyboard to speakers 
and more: USB, FireWire, Ethernet, and 8-channel audio- 
out. Your graphics card should have DVI and HDMI 
ports and be ATI CrossFire- or Nvidia SLI-ready, so you'll 
be able to connect an HD display, watch HD movies, and 
play DX10 games. 

A Budget Laptop 

One of the most powerful educational tools a college 
student can have is a laptop. Lower-priced laptops are 
increasingly powerful and can be taken just about any- 
where— in the classroom, in the library, or in a quiet 
corner off campus. A thin laptop (about 1.5 inches or 
less) with a moderately sized screen (about 15 inches) 
can be tucked away easily in a backpack, large purse, or 
compact laptop bag. Any college student would benefit 
from having such a resource within arm's reach at virtu- 
ally all times. 

Although budget laptops generally have less powerful 
features than desktops, such as less RAM, smaller hard 
drives, and slower processors, a laptop with just a mod- 
icum of features will be sufficient for any college stu- 
dent's basic word processing, email, and Internet needs. 
And there will be more than enough hard drive space 
and power for a number of other computing applica- 
tions, for both work and play. 



When you're shopping for a solid laptop on a budget, 
look for a computer with at least 1GB of RAM. (Check 
to see if you can upgrade the RAM if it's not 1GB; even 
on laptops, this is almost always possible and quite easy 
to do, and it's a quick and inexpensive way to get better 
performance out of your machine.) A processor with a 
speed of less than 1.5GHz is too slow to get satisfactory 
performance. Look for a hard drive of at least 80GB, 
which will give you plenty of room to install a smat- 
tering of your favorite programs with a moderate 
amount of storage left over for documents, pictures, 
and some music. 

It may seem intuitive, but look for a lightweight model 
with the smallest screen you're comfortable looking at 
for marathon study sessions; after carrying it around for 
a while, your shoulders will thank you. A long battery life 
is a plus. And for network connectivity, be sure your 
laptop has built-in Wi-Fi and an Ethernet port. 

A High-End Laptop 

These days, you can get a high-end laptop with as much 
speed, storage space, and extra options as any good 
desktop computer. Laptops of this ilk are often referred 
to as desktop replacements, and they're perfect for many 
different types of computer users. Many people like the 
space-saving qualities of a laptop compared to a desktop 
system; additionally, anyone who wants to engage in 
heavier-duty applications, such as video editing or 
gaming, will want a high-end laptop. 

A desktop replacement laptop should have a processor 
clocked at more than 2GHz, with at least 2GB of RAM. 
You'll want a large hard drive with enough storage to 
house all your files; 250GB or more is a good size to 
shoot for. 802.1 1g Wi-Fi is an excellent feature to have, 
but there are many high-end laptops that are compat- 
ible with the much faster 802.1 1n draft 2.0. 

These feature-heavy laptops tend to be a bit bulkier than 
their more budget-minded brethren, but they still only 
weigh in at a few pounds; in any case, you'll likely ignore 
the weight when you're looking at a large screen of at 
least 17 inches. Finally, be sure you have a few USB ports, 
an Ethernet port, and a FireWire port — whether you're 
connecting to the Internet or plugging in peripherals 
such as a mouse, keyboard, or printer, you'll want to be 
sure you can use them all at once. \H 

by Seth Colaner 
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PCs & Peripherals 



Take A 

STEP UP 



Upgrade Your Peripherals, 
Get More From Your Computer 





j 






ok, so you install every upgrade your computer 
needs on a regular basis, and you have all the 
latest software. even if your computer runs like 
it's brand new, it still may not be performing up to 
its full potential. 

A good supporting cast of peripherals is needed to get 
the most from your computing experience. For instance, 
a college student majoring in Web design might need a 
larger monitor with higher resolution in order to create a 
better image . And gamers could benefit from a mouse 
that's quicker, with better accuracy. What-ever you use 
your computer for, there is a peripheral out there that 
could boost your productivity and help you get the most 
out of your computer. 

Productivity At Your Fingertips 

Because mice are relatively inexpensive, it's easy to splurge 
on a top-quality product and still spend less than $100. 
For those who edit video by day and game by night, pick a 
mouse with extra programmable buttons and a high-sen- 
sitivity scroll wheel. When it comes to computer design, 
photo editing, and scrolling through lengthy documents, 
you will need a mouse with precision and accuracy. Mice 
with a high dpi (dots per inch) offer greater precision and 



smoothness, which means that you have more control 
over tasks, such as pointing at the right item on your 
Desktop. A mouse with 2,000dpi will likely offer you suffi- 
cient control for daily tasks. 

You can upgrade to either a wired or wireless mouse. 
Wireless mice cut down on clutter in a college student's 
limited dorm room space. Also, a wireless mouse can 
easily be packed along with a laptop for the trek to the 
student union. Some corded mice will provide more pre- 
cision, which is ideal for gaming. With a corded mouse, 
you also won't have the extra expense or hassle of car- 
rying along an extra set of batteries. 

Keyboards are also available in both wired and wireless 
models. A wireless keyboard is helpful when you have 
limited desktop space and want to prevent clutter and 
tangled wires. In addition to wireless keyboards, there are 
multimedia keyboards available that have several hot 
keys (a key or combination of keys that when pressed 
can perform a task more quickly than a mouse), so you 
can surf the Web, check your email, and control your 
digital music collection with the push of a button. 



Your PC's Safe-Deposit Box 

The typical family uses a computer for more than just 
homework. In addition to those word processing 



44 August 2008 / FirstGlimpseMag.com 




documents, you may have folders filled with family 
photos, home movies, and financial records. A failed hard 
drive could wipe out years of archives, but investing in an 
external hard drive can save you from that heartache. 
What you need in terms of storage capacities will depend 
on the types of files you need to archive. For example, a 
500GB drive can store more than 140,000 photos, 125,000 
MP3 files, or 200 hours of DVD-quality video. And don't 
forget, purchasing an exceptionally large external hard 
drive will allow you future room to grow. 

Portable external hard drives can also back up your com- 
puter, but many of them are far more useful than just 
that. Portable hard drives are pocket-sized devices that 
make it easier to carry around your files and applications 
for use on other computers. Some even include software 
that lets you access your computer's Desktop from an- 
other computer or a Web browser that enables you to 
surf the Internet without leaving any trace of where 
you've been on the host computer. 

Big Space Savers 

It's not often you're told to buy a big device in order to 
save space, but that's precisely what you should do when 
you upgrade your computer monitor. Many new flat-panel 
LCD monitors are sleek and thin. A monitor from Apple, 
for example, is less then than 10 inches in depth, including 



the stand. So even if your new monitor has a bigger screen 
(think 20 inches and larger) than your previous model, it 
might take up less space on your desk. And because CRT 
monitors are leaving the scene and flat-panel monitors are 
becoming the standard, flat-panels are coming in down in 
price, which makes it a good time to upgrade. 

An HD monitor is the best way to reap the best audio and 
video results because it will provide the sharpest, clearest, 
and most detailed image. A high contrast ratio (greater 
than 700:1), which represents the difference in light inten- 
sity between the brightest white and the deepest black, 
will improve the images on the monitor for those who 
edit photos or produce graphic designs. For gamers and 
movie buffs alike, a quick response time (5ms or less), 
which measures how quickly pixels can change color, is 
beneficial because it will ensure smooth, steady video. 

Moving On Up 

Buying a computer is big investment, so be sure to get 
your money's worth by adding peripherals that will 
maximize that investment. Whether you're a gamer, an 
amateur photo editor, or a student, there are several op- 
tions available for you to upgrade your current collec- 
tion of peripherals. E3 

by Tessa Breneman 
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It's almost a given that a college or high school 
student will need a notebook computer. after 
that exhilarating purchase, however, there's the 
matter of which peripherals to buy. 

First of all, get an extra notebook battery or two. There 
are too few power outlets in a typical lecture hall, 
so your scholar won't be able to count on her laptop's 
AC adapter while taking notes in class. With a spare 
power cell, she won't see distracting "low battery" 
warnings popping up during an important lecture. Your 
local CE retailer will carry extra batteries from a variety 
of manufacturers. 

A USB flash memory drive will let a student grab class 
materials from an instructor or classmate, share collabo- 
rative project files, transfer papers and research be- 
tween computers, and so 
on. Pricing of USB thumb 
drives varies depending on 
a particular model's ca- 
pacity and features, such 
as encryption and pre- 
installed software. 



class projects. However, an all-in-one model with print, 
copy, and scan functions can save many trips to a copy 
store. On the other hand, a laser printer can save your stu- 
dent money on printing monochrome materials, such as 
term papers and essays. 

Accidents can happen, especially when a student carries 
around a laptop every day. With a portable external hard 
drive, he can keep his data safely backed up. Portable 
drives are big enough to back up everything on his 
laptop, yet tough enough and compact enough to be 
carried in his backpack. 

Finally, a college freshman may especially appreciate a 
pair of Web cams — one for her and one for Mom and 
Dad. When used with video messaging software, a Web 
cam can let her see a friendly face from home. B3 

by Marty Sems 



Homework still means pa- 
perwork, so a reliable print- 
er is a must. An inkjet will 
print multicolored charts 
and amazing photos for 



Spare notebook battery or batteries to make it through a day's classload 



Multifunction printer for printing homework and making copies of research materials 

USB flash memory drive for easy file sharing 

Portable hard drive for backups 

Web cam to add emotional impact to pleas for more money 
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Leave It To The PC Pros 

Best f&&rfi\ Get It Done 



Squad 



Today's computers can handle your 
entertainment, financial, shop- 
ping, communication, and busi- 
ness needs like never before. But from 
the moment you power on your new 
PC, you'll have to fight spyware, viruses, 
and online predators; troubleshoot and 
repair error messages; configure new 
and old hardware and software; and 
regularly install updates and patches. 
Aren't computers great? 

Send In The Geeks 

Like g-men with pocket protectors, 
the agents of the Geek Squad (www 
.bestbuy.com/geeksquad) are there to 
handle all of your PC setup, repair, and 
installation needs. 

New PC setup and security. The Geek 
Squad agents can streamline your system 
with more than 100 in-depth tweaks, in- 
stall and configure security software and 
other software updates, get rid of unnec- 
essary software that comes preloaded on 



Available Services 

If it involves your computer, the 
Geek Squad can help. The fol- 
lowing is a list of the computer ser- 
vices your local Geek Squad agents 
can sort out. And they even make 
house calls. 

• Set up and secure your computer 

• Perform repairs and upgrades 

• Protect and save your data 

• A la carte services 



your computer, create a restore CD, and 
even offer secure online storage. 

Repairs and upgrades. The Squad team 
can also unfreeze locked systems, recover 
data from crashes, and improve poor 
performance. The Geek Squad's basic ser- 
vice fixes software, removes viruses and 
spyware, and cleans your PC. You can up- 
grade to get security and privacy soft- 
ware installed and configured, and you 
can hire the Geek Squad to upgrade your 
operating system. 

Wireless networking. If you want to 
communicate more efficiently among 
multiple computers, the Geek Squad 
can help you accomplish that, as well as 
with setting up a PC network in your 
home; connecting two network-capable 
devices (such as gaming consoles, 



desktop and laptop computers, print 
servers, and more); and even with se- 
curing your wireless network. 

Data protection. If you have data you 
just can't lose (and we all do), the Geek 
Squad offers both a one-time backup 
service and an automated backup ser- 
vice. The Squad can clean and remove 
sensitive files from a hard drive you're 
planning to sell or discard. 

Who You Gonna Call? 

Once you've made the decision to buy 
a new PC, you aren't on your own to 
keep it working. Just call your friendly 
local Geek. B3 

by Andrew Leibman 



Price Breakdown 

ro get your PC in tip-top shape, the Geek Squad offers a range of services that 
are guaranteed to help you get the most out of your computer. 

Standard Security & Performance: $129.99 (in-store); $229.99 (in-home) 

Advanced Security & Performance: $159.99 (in-store); $259.99 (in-home) 

Premium Security & Performance: $189.99 (in-store) 

Diagnostic: $69.99 (in-store); $169.99 (in-home); $69.99 (online) 

Advanced Diagnostic & Repair: $199.99 (in-store); $299.99 (in-home); 

$169.99 (online) 

Operating System Install: $129.99 (in-store); $229.99 (in-home) 

Technology Consultation: $99.99 (in-home) 

Standard Wireless Networking: $119.99 (in-home) 

Advanced Wireless Networking: $169.99 (in-home) 

Data Backup/Transfer: $99.99 (in-store); $199.99 (in-home) 

Unlimited Data Backup/Transfer: $189.99 (in-store); $199.99 (in-home) 

Clean and Remove: $89 (in-store) 
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Send In The Geeks 

Say Goodbye To Slow Computers 



Best Buy's Geek Squad PC 
Optimization, Explained 

Whether your computer is fresh out of 
the box or has been used for a long 
time, there's a good chance it isn't run- 
ning at peak performance. In order to 
protect your privacy and avoid PC slow- 
downs, everything from needless soft- 
ware to malware, such as viruses and 
spyware, needs to be cleaned out on a 
regular basis. However, tracking these 
nuisances down and knowing what you 
should keep versus what you should 
delete can quickly become a nightmare. 

Enter Best Buy's Geek Squad. Whether 
you opt for its in-home, in-store, or 
online service, Best Buy's Geek Squad 
can optimize your PC so it boots 
faster, runs better, and suffers from 
fewer errors and crashes. Here's an 
overview of the basic PC adjustments 
Best Buy's Geek Squad can perform 
and why they are so vital. 

Remove Unnecessary 
Startup Programs 

If programs are flagged to open and 
run in the background as soon as 
Windows loads, they lengthen boot 
times and slow down your system's 
overall performance. Windows does in- 
clude tools to help you remove startup 
items, but there are several caveats. 
These simple utilities don't necessarily 
show you everything that loads when 
your computer starts up, and they 
don't provide enough information to 
let you know which programs are nec- 
essary and which can safely be deleted. 
With the assistance of Best Buy's Geek 
Squad, agents will identify your PC's 



needless startup programs and safely 
remove them all. 

Fight Malware 

Nothing drags down performance like 
malware. Viruses can take over your 
computer to send unsolicited emails 
or destroy your PC's data, and spyware 
monitors your actions, leading to iden- 
tity theft and other security breaches. 
One of the most important com- 
ponents to some of Best Buy Geek 
Squad's optimization services is an- 
tivirus and antispyware installation 
and configuration that prevents ex- 
isting and new malware from infecting 
your computer. 

Take Out The Trash 

As you use your computer, it creates 
loads of temporary files that eat up hard 
drive space and serve no lasting pur- 
pose. As with startup programs, it's diffi- 
cult to tell which files are safe to delete 
and which are needed, so let a Geek 
Squad agent take the guesswork out of 
this tune-up task. 

Keep It Updated 

New security holes for Windows and 
other software crop up regularly, and new 
antivirus and anti-malware definitions are 
released nearly every day. It is imperative 
to keep your OS and anti-malware soft- 
ware up-to-date. Many Best Buy Geek 
Squad optimization services can patch 
your software programs with new up- 
dates so that you can keep your data and 
identity safe with peace of mind. 03 

by Tracy Baker 



Which vggiy Computer 
Service Is Right For You? 



V 



Best Buy's Geek Squad offers a va- 
riety of PC packages that include 
optimization services. Here's a 
breakdown of some of them: 



Standard Security & 
Performance 

$229.99 (in-home); $129.99 (in-store) 
Estimated time: 30 Minutes 
What's included: Antivirus and anti- 
spyware software is installed, and all 
performance tweaks discussed in 
this article are performed. 

Computer Optimization 

$129.99 (in-home); $29.99 (in-store) 
Estimated time: 1 5 minutes 
What's included: Temp file clean- 
ing, startup program removal, and 
software updates. 

Standard Gamer's 
Optimization 

$69.99 (in-store only) 
Estimated time: 1 hour 
What's included: Install one pro- 
gram, temp file cleaning, startup pro- 
gram removal, software updates, and 
optimize requested game settings. 

Computer Checkup 

$99.99 (in-store only) 
Estimated time: 1 hour 
What's included: Troubleshoot 
problems, startup program re- 
moval, software updates, and OS 
critical updates. 
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Notebooks 

5 Must- Have Accessories 

A laptop is a big investment, and now that you've taken the plunge, it's time to decide what you need to go along with your shiny 
new purchase. We've rounded up five of our favorite accessories that every laptop owner should add to his shopping list. B3 

by Joy Martin 



d Laptops aren't cheap, so you'll 
want to protect yours. After 
splurging on a laptop, the first 
thing you need to consider is 
how you're going to protect 
it. You bought a laptop for its 
portability, so it's important to 
buy a good case that can protect it 
and keep it mobile. Cases are avail- 
able in a multitude of styles and 
colors, so you're sure to find one 
that meets your needs. We es- 
pecially like laptop bags with 
wheels and telescop- 
ing handles because 
they're so handy 
when you are 
traveling. Look 
for a bag that 
is built for your 
screen size and has 
plenty of zippered pockets to 
store your notebook accessories 
and paperwork. 




£ 



A mouse is easier to work 
with than a pointing stick. Al- 
though laptops are well-suited 
for working on the go, the 
touchpad and/or pointing stick 
(that little nub in the middle of 
the keyboard that enables you to 
navigate the on-screen pointer) 
that replace your desktop com- 
puter's mouse can be hard to ma- 
nipulate. If you prefer a mouse, 
look for a wired mouse that plugs 
in to your USB port or even a 
cordless mouse. The sleek design 
of cordless mice is easy to trans- 
port, and the USB re- 
ceivers are small 
enough to leave 
plugged in, so 
your mouse 
will always 
be ready 
when you 
need it. 



f 



Portable USB hubs let you connect a few extra pe- 
ripherals while you're out of the office. USB ports let 
you connect all sorts of electronic goodies to your 
computer, but what if you have more gadgets than 
ports? A USB hub, such as Dynex's 4-Port USB 2.0 Hub 
($18.99; www.bestbuy.com), is an affordable way to en- 
sure you can connect all of your peripherals. In addi- 
tion to giving you more ports, cords to items 
such as a digital camera or music 
player can be left plugged 
in on your desk, so they are 
ready to go next time you 
use your laptop. 




i 





Surge protec- 
tors designed 
for laptops will 
offer your notebook 
PC some protection from 
spikes in power. You didn't have to 
think twice before plugging your 
desktop computer into a power condi- 
tioner or surge protector. But do you 
take the same precautions every time 
you use your laptop? Surge protectors 
ensure that the electrical current run- 
ning to the device(s) attached to it 
doesn't exceed acceptable levels. A 
sudden spike in electricity can destroy 
a laptop, so taking the time to plug in 
to one every time is worth the few sec- 
onds it takes. For convenient protec- 
tion on the go, surge protectors 
designed specifically for laptops, such 
as the Rocketfish Notebook Surge 
Protector ($26.99; www.bestbuy.com), 
are compact, making them easy to pack 
away in your laptop bag. 




An extra battery lets 
you keep working on 
the road when you're far 
away from your recharger. 

We love laptops for their portability — 
they let us work without being tethered 
to a desk. But that flexibility is limited to how 
long the battery holds a charge. Having an extra 
battery on hand that's powered and ready to go gives 
you the ability to work longer, without having to find an 
outlet. Batteries vary from laptop to laptop, but with your 
model number in hand, you can find a replacement for 
any brand. 



First Glimpse /August 2008 49 



compul 




Essential Things To Know 

Computer Monitors 



Resolution 



What do 1,920 
x 1,200, 1,680 
x 1 ,050, and 
other numbers 
mean? 



What does a 
monitor's mea- 
surement in 
inches mean? 




What do 
16:10, 16:9, 
and 4:3 
mean? 



ANSWER: These are resolution fig- 
ures. They tell you how wide and tall 
a monitor's screen is in pixels. Mon- 
itors with 1,920 x 1,200 resolution 
are popular because they can display 
high-definition 1080 video without 
stretching or shrinking it. 



ANSWER: Like TV sets, monitors 
are sold by how big their screens 
are, as measured diagonally from 
one corner to the other. 



ANSWER: Widescreen monitors 
not only give you more screen area 
in which to open multiple com- 
puter application windows, but 
they also allow you to watch wide- 
screen movies without black bars 
(or only thin ones) along the top 
and bottom. 



ANSWER: These numbers represent 
aspect ratios, which describe a moni- 
tor's screen width relative to its height. 
For instance, a 16:10 widescreen dis- 
play's picture that is 19.2 inches wide 
would be 12 inches tall. Standard full- 
screen displays are 4:3. 



Response Time 



What is re- 
sponse time? 



ANSWER: Response time is how 
fast a pixel on the screen can change 
from a shade of gray to another (or, 
less commonly, from black to white 
and back again). The lower the time 
in milliseconds (such as 2ms), the 
better, but manufacturers' testing 
methods vary. 




What does 
a monitor's 
brightness 
setting do? 



Contrast Ratio 



What is 

contrast 

ratio? 



What does 
a monitor's 
contrast 
setting do? 



ANSWER: A contrast ratio, such as 
5,000:1, indicates the difference be- 
tween a monitor's darkest black and 
brightest white. The higher, the better, 
but be aware that not all manufacturers 
measure contrast ratio in the same way. 



ANSWER: It adjusts the difference 
between the black and white levels 
on-screen. Contrast affects the color 
and detail of the picture. 
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Do I need 
a monitor 
with HDMI? 



What is 
DVI? 



ANSWER: High-Definition Multi- 
media Interface is the premiere method 
of digital audio/video transfer among 
home-theater equipment. It supports 
the copy protection required for view- 
ing BD (Blu-ray Disc) movies. 

ANSWER: If your computer has an 
HDMI output and you plan to watch 
BD movies on your new monitor, 
choose a display with HDMI. A DVI 
connection might support copy-pro- 
tected high-def video, too, but HDMI 
is more future-proof. 

> 

ANSWER: A Digital Visual Interface 
cable can connect most graphics cards 
to a monitor (especially LCDs) or certain 
HDTVs. It sends a digital video signal 
with picture quality equal or close to 
HDMI's and can be adapted to/from 
HDMI in many cases. Some DVI equip- 
ment supports HDCP (High-Bandwidth 
Digital Content Protection) copy pro- 
tection, and thus Blu-ray. 



What is 
DisplayLink 



What is 
DisplayPort? 



What does 
LCD mean? 



What does 
TFT mean? 



What is 
VGA? 



ANSWER: The old Video Graphics 
Array interface uses a 15-pin cable to 
send moderate-quality, analog video 
from a computer's graphics card to a 
monitor. VGA can be adapted to cer- 
tain DVI ports. 



N 



What is dot 
pitch? 



computer; 



ANSWER: In many cases, you can 
use an inexpensive adapter to con- 
vert DVI to HDMI or VGA. However, 
you probably won't be able to find 
an adapter to convert VGA to HDMI. 



N 



ANSWER: This technology lets you 
connect a monitor to a PC through a 
USB port. It's a way to add additional dis- 
plays even if your computer has no un- 
used video ports. 



ANSWER: This new technology uses 
a thin cable to transmit high-quality 
digital video to one or more compat- 
ible displays. It supports copy protec- 
tion, like HDMI. 



N 



ANSWER: Flat-panel computer moni 
tors and notebook screens are liquid- 
crystal displays, as are many HDTVs. An 
LCD monitor jolts a thin layer of a gel- 
like substance with electricity to force it 
to allow light to pass out of the screen. 



:\ 



N 



ANSWER: A thin-film transistor is a 
type of LCD. Using a tiny transistor 
next to each pixel, a TFT can deliver 
high image quality. 



ANSWER: The distance between the 
centers of two adjacent subpixels in a 
monitor, where a subpixel is a group 
of three pixels (a red, a green, and a 
blue one). The lower the dot pitch in 
millimeters, the finer the detail the 
monitor can display. 



First Glimpse /August 2008 51 



computers 




Glossary Of 
Computing Terms 



Shopping for a computer can be 
intimidating, especially with 
all of the complex terminology. 
Here, we explain some com- 
mon computer jargon. 

Bluetooth — A short-range wireless stan- 
dard that connects devices, such as 
computers, printers, PDAs, and digital 
cameras. It allows these devices and their 
users to communicate with one another. 

broadband— Network connections that 
transmit high-speed Internet access. Ca- 
ble companies can offer network speeds 
up to 8 to 11Mbps (megabits per sec- 
ond), whereas phone companies offer 
DSL (Digital Subscriber Line), which can 
support maximum speeds of 3 to 5Mbps. 
And, although not widely available, some 
power companies are exploring the possi- 
bility of offering high-speed Internet ac- 
cess to their customers, as well. 

CRT (cathode-ray tube)— An old analog 
display technology for TVs and computer 
monitors. It features an electron gun illu- 
minating phosphor dots that line the in- 
side of a glass tube. When the phosphors 
are lit, they display on-screen images. 
CRTs consume a great deal of power and 
are heavy and bulky. Although many 
CRTs support digital signals, they degrade 
when converted to analog. 

dual-core processor— This integrated 
circuit, which controls the computer, 



features two processors, each with its 
own cache, on a single die or chassis. In 
a dual-core configuration, the operating 
system has two processors to handle in- 
structions, speeding up the computer 
and its ability to multitask. 

Ethernet— A widely used LAN protocol 
in which computers and networks are 
physically linked. 

firewall — Hardware or software that 
limits access by a network or another 
outside source to your computer; it also 
may limit your computer's access to the 
network. These security measures are 
designed to protect your computer from 
outsiders who'd like to exploit it in some 
way. By the same token, firewalls may 
prevent infected files on your computer 
from accessing the larger network and 
spreading the problem to other users. 

LAN (local-area network)— A group of 
computers that are physically connected 
by wires so they can communicate with 
one another and share information. 

LCD (liquid-crystal display)— This digital 
display technology sandwiches liquid 
crystals between thin sheets of glass. The 
crystals twist and untwist to allow and 
block light from a backlight, forming the 
images you see. LCDs are thinner, lighter, 
and consume less power than CRTs. 
Initially used mostly in notebook PCs, 
you'll now find LCD TVs and computer 



monitors, as well as LCDs on digital cam- 
eras, cell phones, portable DVD players, 
and PDAs, among others. 

office suite — Productivity software, such 
as Microsoft Office, StarOffice, and 
Open Office, that often includes word 
processing, spreadsheet, presentation, 
database, and financial components. 

operating system— The software, such 
as Windows XP, Windows Vista, or Mac 
OS X, that controls a computer and its 
peripherals and serves as the primary in- 
terface for the users. 

processor — Also known as a micro- 
processor or the CPU (central process- 
ing unit), this integrated circuit controls 
the computer. 

RAM — Random-access memory is a stan- 
dard type of memory that's read from 
and written to by the CPU and hardware. 

upgradeable— This term refers to the 
ability to add or swap out hardware to 
boost a computer's performance, in- 
crease its speed, or replace a defective 
or obsolete device or component. For 
instance, you may add more memory; 
replace an old CRT with a widescreen 
LCD; or swap out an older graphics card 
for a newer one that features an ATSC 
TV tuner so you can watch digital TV 
on your computer. Look for a computer 
with expansion slots or empty bays. 
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Internet Security & Monitoring 
Unleash Your Internet Potential 



wi TREND 

MICRO 




Trend Micro Internet 
Security Pro 

MSRP: $69.95 

SKU: 8729165 

www.trendmicro.com 



Quick Overview 

Whether you are at home or on the go, Trend 
Micro Internet Security Pro safeguards your on- 
line transactions, identity, and irreplaceable files 
with the most comprehensive protection avail- 
able. Get all the benefits of our proven Internet 
security plus enhanced identity-theft protec- 
tion, Wi-Fi validation, data-theft protection, 
and system recovery. 

Perfect For 

This product is perfect for computer users who 
browse Web pages; send and receive email; ex- 
change instant messages; shop and bank online; 
or share pictures, songs, and files. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• Home Protection for up to three PCs 

• With features optimized for identity-theft protection; Wi-Fi validation; 
and data-theft protection; you can confidently email, shop, bank, or 
share photos online no matter where you are; knowing your privacy 
and data are secure 

• Safely access the Internet from remote locations 

• Free phone, chat, and online technical support (North America) 

• Automatic and continuous updates ensure up-to-date protection 

Coolest Feature 

Keystroke Encryption: Prevent cybercriminals from spying on your 
passwords, account numbers, and other personal information 
through encryption. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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Internet Security & Monitoring 
Protection You Can Trust 



% 



Tools Software 

Essential tools for your PC 




PC Tools 
Spyware Doctor 

MSRP: $29.95 

SKU: 8800452 

www.pctools.com 



Quick Overview 

Security software is an absolute necessity for 
anyone who's on the Internet. Malicious pro- 
grams such as spyware, adware, and viruses put 
your computer and your identity at risk every 
day. By using PC Tools Spyware Doctor, you can 
be confident that you have the most advanced 
threat protection, recommended by computer 
and security experts globally and trusted by mil- 
lions of users every day. 

Perfect For 

Spyware Doctor is for those who want to keep 
their computer free of malware with an easy-to- 
use interface and award-winning technology. 



Outstanding Benefits 

Award-winning software recommended by experts worldwide 
Prevents malicious programs from stealing personal information, de- 
grading system performance, and damaging your important files 
Frequent automatic updates ensure your protection is up-to-date 
Built-in behavioral technology automatically keeps you safe from the 
newest online threats 

OnGuard real-time protection blocks threats before they harm your PC 
Easy to install and use with immediate automatic protection 
Free 24/7 phone support for all customers 

Coolest Feature 

Currently recognized by industry experts as the best product available to 
remove spyware and keep it off your system, while still being one of the 
easiest to use. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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COMPUTERS 



ZoneAlarm 



Check Point* 



by Check Point* 



Security Software 
Complete PC Protection 



30 

i? 

if 



ZoneAlarm 

Internet 
Security Suite 



2008 



The Most Complete 
Internet Security 



1 lil^i. 


ZoneAlarm 

Internet Security Suite 

MSRP: $49.95 

SKU: 8395765 


NOJUDES 

» Anlmrus 
» Arli -Spyware 

» Networks Program Firewall 


» Operating 5y5lem Firewall 
» Identity Theft Protection 
» Parental Control 


www.zonealarm.com 


EASY to Set Up and Use 
FREE Upgrades for 1 Vfear* 






Quick Overview 

ZoneAlarm's Internet Security Suite blocks the 
full spectrum of PC threats by monitoring all 
online communications coming into and 
leaving your computer. Comprehensive pro- 
tection defends your PC with robust firewall 
technology and stops identity thieves and 
spammers in a single, easy-to-use application. 

Perfect For 

ZoneAlarm's Internet Security Suite is perfect 
for anyone who wants complete Internet secu- 
rity with easy-to-use protection against hackers, 
spyware, worms, identity theft, spam, and more. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• Inbound and outbound PC protection 

• Full stealth mode makes you invisible to hackers 

• Stops suspicious program activity down to the core 

• Spy site blocking stops any program from visiting spyware distribution 
Web sites 

• Virus removal of even the most malicious software 

• PC identity protection safeguards your private information on your PC 

• Credit card monitoring alerts if your credit card number appears online 

• Antispam, antiphishing, and parental controls stop annoying and po- 
tentially dangerous content 

Coolest Feature 

Game mode feature temporarily suppresses most security alerts and prevents 
them from interrupting your fun while maintaining maximum protection. 



Available at Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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COMPUTERS 



fclOGEMi 



Wireless USB 

Wirelessly Connect To USB Devices 




I0GEAR Wireless USB 
Hub & Adapter 

4/ MSRP: $129.99 

»r SKU: 8582394 

www.iogear.com 



Quick Overview 

Free yourself from USB cables and allow your PC 
to wirelessly communicate with USB-connected 
peripherals with lOGEAR's USB-IF certified Wire- 
less USB Hub solution. Reduce cable clutter and 
let notebook users roam up to 30 feet away 
from the paired USB adapter included in the kit. 
Say goodbye to desk clutter and hello to fast 
sharing and mobility. 

Perfect For 

The IOGEAR Wireless USB Hub & Adapter is 
perfect for laptop users who are tired of untan- 
gling cords and want to simplify their com- 
puting experience. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• Compatible with USB 1.1 and 2.0 devices and guarantees connectivity 
with all future Certified Wireless USB products 

• Hub can be associated with up to three different laptops or PCs 

• Certified Wireless USB technology allows file transfers at radio speeds of 
up to 480Mbps 

• Ultrawideband spectrum improves speed up to 40 times faster than 
your wireless home/office network 

• Low laptop power consumption 

• Compatible with Windows Vista; requires Windows XP (SP2) 

Coolest Feature 

Multiple user switching allows for fast sharing and makes it simple to wire- 
lessly stream audio, video, and other high-bandwidth data among various 
devices. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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COMPUTERS 




wacom 



Tablets 

Designed With Photographers & Artists In Mind 



i 







Wacom lntuos3 4x6 

MSRP: $229 

SKU: 8022631 

www.wacom.com 



Quick Overview 

The lntuos3 4x6 pen tablet allows you to profes- 
sionally edit photos or create digital artwork with 
ease, and it comes with a full range of software 
applications, such as Adobe Photoshop Elements 
4, Corel Painter Essentials 3, and Nik Color Efex 
Pro 2 IE. With its ergonomic design and strategi- 
cally placed ExpressKeys and Touch Strips on the 
tablet, as well as a cordless pen and mouse, you 
can comfortably and quickly accomplish tasks. 

Perfect For 

The lntuos3 4x6 tablet is perfect for creators of 
digital content with small work spaces or those 
seeking a portable professional pen tablet. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• Easy-to-use 4x6 pen tablet is an ideal size for widescreen PCs 

• Comfortable, battery-free Grip Pen with tilt sensitivity offers a natural feel, 
and programmable DuoSwitch delivers customized shortcuts 

• Included five-button mouse is ball-free and optics-free for smooth, accu- 
rate tracking 

• Control application tools with 1,024 levels of pen pressure sensitivity 

• Finger-sensitive tablet Touch Strip allows for quick scolling, zooming, and 
panning actions; ExpressKeys allow for programmable shortcuts 

• lntuos3 driver software allows you to create universal settings for your 
pen and tablet, allowing for maximum productivity 

Coolest Feature 

The lntuos3's plug-and-play USB connection allows for easy tablet connec- 
tivity and setup with either a Mac or PC. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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COMPUTERS 



VisionTek 



Video Card 

The Ultimate HD Gaming Video Card 




VisionTek ATI 
Radeon™ HD 4850 

MSRP: $199.99 

SKU: 900241 

www.visiontek.com 



Quick Overview 

Redefine the way you play, and take HD gaming 
to the extreme with best-in-class performance. 
The new TeraScale graphics engine delivers an im- 
mersive, cinematic gaming experience. Add this 
GPU to your PC and watch Blu-ray movies and 
play HD content with incredible visual fidelity. 

Perfect For 

The ATI Radeon HD 4850 Series GPUs deliver a 
cinematic gaming experience with unprece- 
dented performance. The powerful new 
TeraScale graphics will propel you deep into 
your gameplay with seamless frame rates and 
high resolutions. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• 800 stream processors 

• 256-bit memory interface; 51 2MB GDDR3 memory 

• DirectX® 10.1 

• 24X custom filter anti-aliasing (CFAA) and high performance 
anisotropic filtering 

• ATI CrossFireX™ multi-GPU support for highly scalable performance 
(use up to four discrete cards with an AMD 790FX based motherboard) 

• PCI Express® 2.0 support; ATI Avivo™HD video and display technology; 
Unified Video Decoder 2 (UVD) for Blu-ray™ 

Coolest Feature 

The ATI Radeon HD 4850 brings the power of graphics "supercomputing" 
to gamers. With HDMI and 7.1 surround audio, watch the hottest Blu-ray 
movies or other HD content at full 1080p display resolution and beyond. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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COMPUTERS 



CREATIVE 



Speakers 

Awesome Performance, Small Package 




Creative Labs 
GigaWorks T20 

MSRP: $99.99 

SKU: 8847938 

www.creative.com 



Quick Overview 

The exceptional performance, price, and look 
of the Creative GigaWorks T20 speakers pro- 
vide the ultimate experience in PC and MP3 
speakers. 

Perfect For 

Everyone who loves music, gaming, and movies 
and wants an attractively priced, high-quality 
speaker system that looks great and fits easily 
on a desktop or in an entertainment center. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• The GigaWorks T20 speakers provide the full audio quality of a 2.1 
system without a subwoofer. This convenient feature makes the 
speaker a great option for a variety of consumers, including gamers, 
music enthusiasts, and anyone who wants to save space in his home 
or office. 

• The GigaWorks T20 outperforms 2.1 systems thanks to the BasXPort 
technology that enhances the low end and a dome tweeter that pro- 
duces accurate highs. 

Coolest Feature 

The coolest feature is the BasXPort technology. This technology replaces a 
subwoofer by enhancing the low end of your audio. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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computers 



A 



Which Notebook Computer Is Best For You? 

notebook computer is a pretty big purchase for most people, and it's usually a bit overwhelming, too. This chart compares 
the features and specs from several models available at Best Buy (www.bestbuy.com). 





Operating 




Hard drive 




Dimensions; 


Optical drives; 




system 


Processor 


size; RAM 


Screen size 


Weight 


Media card reader 


What It Means 


The software 


Chip that con- 


How much data 


The diagonal 


Height x width 


Drives that can read 




(usually Win- 


trols the com- 


the computer 


measurement 


x depth; How 


and write discs; Slots 




dows or Mac OS 


puter (typically, 


can hold; Mem- 


of the note- 


much the lap- 


that read media 




X) that controls 


a bigger num- 


ory that's read 


book's screen 


top weighs 


cards without a sep- 




your computer 


ber is better) 


and written to 






arate peripheral 


^^^m Asus Eee PC 


Linux 


900MHz 


4GB; 512MB 


7 inches 


1.3x8.9x6.3 


N/A; Yes 


2 4G-BK013X 




Intel Celeron 


DDR2 




inches; 2 




gjfr MSRP: $399* 




M 






pounds 




^^^ SKU 8781464 














— *— j HP Pavilion 


Windows 


2GHzAMD 


250GB; 3GB 


15.4 inches 


1.6x1 4.1 x 


Double-layer 


\ dv6812nr 


Vista Home 


Turion 64 X2 


DDR2 




10.1 inches; 


DVD±RW/ 


™ g£~ MSRP: $829.99* 


Premium 








6.1 pounds 


CD-RW; Yes 


SKU 8849865 














^^^^ Dell Inspiron 


Windows 


1.83GHz 


320GB; 3GB 


14.1 inches 


1.25x13.1x 


Double-layer 


W 11420-1 17B 


Vista Home 


Intel Core 2 


DDR2 




9.6 inches; 


DVD±RW/ 


^ JS» MSRP: $949.99* 


Premium 


Duo Mobile 






5.4 pounds 


CD-RW; Yes 


SKU 8790766 














^^^^ Microsel 


Windows 


1.82GHz 


250GB; 3GB 


15.4 inches 


1.6x14x10.2 


Double-layer 


~\ IC2D15555025D3GVP 


Vista Home 


Intel Core 2 


DDR2 




inches; 7 


DVD±RW/ 


P^-_ MSRP: $1,099.99* 


Premium 


Duo Mobile 






pounds 


CD-RW; Yes 


SKU 8844352 














Sony 


Windows 


2.1GHz Intel 


250GB; 3GB 


14.1 inches 


1.51x13.2x 


Double-layer 


£ VGN-CR420E/W 


Vista Home 


Core 2 Duo 


PC2-5300 




9.8 inches; 


DVD±R/DVD 


^ MSRP: $1,249.99* 


Premium 


T8100 


DDR2 




5.49 pounds 


±RW/DVD- 


SKU 8784354 












RAM; Yes 


Acer Aspire 


Windows 


1.83GHz 


250GB; 3GB 


18.4 inches 


1.7x17.4x 


Double-layer 


AS8920-6048 


Vista Home 


Intel Core 2 


PC2-5300 




11.8 inches; 


DVD±RW/ 


M, MSRP: $1,299.99* 


Premium 


Duo Mobile 


DDR2 




9 pounds 


BD/CD-RW; 


SKU 8854607 






SDRAM 






Yes 


Apple MacBook 


Mac OS X 


2.4GHz Intel 


160GB; 2GB 


13.3 inches 


1.1x12.8x8.9 


Double-layer 


^^ MB403LL/A 
_____™J MSRP: $1,299.99* 


10.5 Leopard 


Core 2 Duo 


PC2-5300 




inches; 5 


DVD±RW/ 




Mobile 


DDR2 




pounds 


CD-RW; No 


SKU 8703478 














^^^ Toshiba Satellite 


Windows 


2.4GHz Intel 


320GB; 3GB 


17 inches 


2.1x1 5.7x 


Double-layer 


M ^ X205-SU5 


Vista Home 


Core 2 Duo 


PC2-5300 




11.3 inches; 


DVD±RW/ 


P^ MSRP: $1,949.99* 


Premium 


Mobile 


DDR2 




9.4 pounds 


CD-RW; Yes 


^"^^ SKU 8780688 






SDRAM 









*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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Which Desktop PC Is Right For You? 

When you shop for a desktop PC you'll see lots of similar deals. The comparison chart below shows how subtle — yet impor- 
tant — the differences can be. If you can't find one of these on Best Buy's Web site (www.bestbuy.com), visit or call your 
local Best Buy store, and it should be available there. 











Processor 


Hard drive 
size; RAM 


Optical 
drives 


Operating 
system 


Graphics 
card 


Ports 


What It Means 


Chip that con- 
trols the com- 
puter (typically, 
a bigger num- 
ber is better) 


How much data 
the computer 
can hold; Mem- 
ory that's read 
and written to 


Drives that can 
read and write 
CD-Rs, DVD- 
RWs,orHD 
discs 


The software 
(usually Win- 
dows or Mac OS 
X) that controls 
your computer 


Controls the 
quality of your 
video and 
images 


Sockets that give 
your computer 
access to differ- 
ent peripherals 


i 


■ 


eMachines T5254 

MSRP: $399.99* 
SKU 8773268 


2.1GHz 

AMD 

Athlon 


320GB; 2GB 


Double-layer 

DVD±RW/ 

CD-RW 


Windows 
Vista Home 
Premium 


Nvidia 

GeForce 

6100 


6 USB; 1 VGA 








Compaq Presario 
SR5450F 

MSRP: $459.99* 
SKU 8773259 


2GHz Intel 

Pentium 

Dual-Core 


500GB; 2GB 


Double-layer 

DVD±RW/ 

CD-RW 


Windows 
Vista Home 
Premium 


Nvidia 

GeForce 

7100 


6 USB; 1 
FireWire 




T 

j 


Dell Inspiron 
I530S-108B 

MSRP: $499.99* 
SKU 8878789 


2.2GHz Intel 

Pentium 

Dual-Core 


320GB; 3GB 


DVD±RW 


Windows 
Vista Home 
Premium 


Intel Graph- 
ics Media 
Accelerator 
3100 


8 USB 






Gateway GT5668E 

MSRP: $529.99* 
SKU 8830492 


3GHzAMD 
Athlon 


320GB; 3GB 


Double-layer 

DVD±RW/ 

CD-RW 


Windows 
Vista Home 
Premium 


Nvidia 
GeForce 
6150 SE 


6 USB 








HP Pavilion S3430f 

MSRP: $999.99* 
SKU 8816105 


1.8GHz AMD 
Phenom 


500GB; 4GB 


Double-layer 
DVD±RW/ 
HD DVD/BD/ 
CD-RW 


Windows 
Vista Home 
Premium 


Nvidia 
GeForce 
8500 GT 


6 USB; 1 
FireWire 


^^ DellXPSX420B8107 

MSRP: $1,419.99* 
SKU 8723303 


2.4GHz Intel 
Core 2 Quad 


500GB; 3GB 


DVD±RW/ 
CD-RW 


Windows 
Vista Home 
Premium 


Nvidia 
GeForce 
8800 GT 


10 USB; 1 
S-Video 


B 


^_. Annln MRV? f 'il I /A 


2.8GHz Intel 
Core 2 Duo 


320GB; 2GB 


Double-layer 

DVD±RW/ 

CD-RW 


Mac OS X 

V10.5 

Leopard 


ATI Radeon 
HD 2600 Pro 


5 USB; 2 
FireWire 


J MSRP: $1,799* 
wMM SKU 8844726 


^= L 


I 


1 




| Velocity Micro 
Edge E2250 

MSRP: $1,999.99* 
SKU 8782169 


2.66GHz 
Intel Core 2 
Quad 


750GB; 4GB 


Double-layer 
DVD±RW/ 
CD-RW/ 
DVD-ROM 


Windows 
Vista Home 
Premium 


Nvidia 
EVGA 
GeForce 
9800 GTX 


6 USB; 2 
FireWire; 1 
S-Video; 2 DVI 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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Software Listings 

Get More Out Of Your PC 



Computers can be used to create greeting cards, play games, balance your checkbook, and more. The thing is, most of these functions 
aren't available straight out of the box. To fully harness your computer's potential, you'll need to buy software. Here are some options. 



Art/Illustration/Graphics 



Audio/Video 



Business Applications 



Paint Shop Pro Photo X2 

^^^^ www.corel.com 
Whether you're looking for automatic 
photo fixes or precision editing tools, Paint 
Shop Pro Photo X2 has what you need. 



Pinnacle 
Studio Ultimate 
version 11 

$129.99* 
www.pinnaclesys.com 
Use automated and power- 
ful video- and audio-editing tools to 
create and share your home movies. 



Microsoft Office 
Standard 2007 

$399.95* 

www.m i crosoft.com 



Use all of today's most popular 
business office applications, in- 
cluding Excel, Outlook, PowerPoint, 
and Word. 



:;-■' •. 



Adobe 

Adobe Photoshop 

Elements 6 

$99.99* 
www.adobe.com 

Photoshop Elements 6 makes it easy to fix 
red-eye, combine photos for the perfect 
group shot, or tweak the color balance to 
make your photos look their best. 



<g|%| Apple 
*<u»JB iLife'08 

neM $79* 

www.apple.com 
Use Apple's popular iPhoto, iWeb, 
GarageBand, and iDVD on your Mac 
to organize photos, create a Web site, 
record music, or edit movies. 



& 



Adobe 

Adobe Acrobat 8 

Standard 

$299* 



www.adobe.com 
Easily create, combine, and manage 
various PDF documents for your per- 
sonal or business needs. 




Broderbund 

The Print Shop 22 Deluxe 

$49.99* 

www.broderbund.com 
Easily create banners, business cards, let- 
terheads, calendars, photo greeting 
cards, invitations, and more right from 
your computer. 




Magix 

Music Maker 14 

$59.99* 

www.magix.com 
Produce your own music using sounds, 
instruments, and voice and then im- 
port and edit video to create a unique 
music video. 



■ Quicken Home & 
Business 2008 

www.intuit.com 
Manage your money and see where 
you stand financially with the newly 
redesigned Business Center. 




Creative Home 
Hallmark Card Studio 
Deluxe 2008 

$49.99* 
www.hallmarksoftware.com 
Use Hallmark Card Studio Deluxe 2008 to 
design the perfect greeting card for every oc- 
casion, complete with Hallmark sentiments. 



Cakewalk 
Music Creator 4 

$39* 

www.cake wal k.com 
Record, edit, and mix all kinds of in- 
strumental and vocal music with this 
music composition program. 




H Smith Micro Software 
VMware Fusion 
www.vmware.com 
This program lets you run Windows 
applications on your Intel-based Mac 
for greater freedom and productivity. 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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Games/ 
Entertainment 



Home 
Productivity 



Networking & 
Communications 



System 
Utilities 



2K Games 
Sid Meier's 



HH0H Civilization IV 



$29.99* 
www.2kgames.com 
This addictive strategy game 
has a multiplayer mode for 
additional ways to compete 
against your friends. 



Got Game 
Entertainment 
Arctic Stud 
Poker Run 

$19.99* 

www.gotgameentertain 

ment.com 

This game combines the 
strategy of poker, the thrill 
of racing and the explosions 
of combat in Tournament 
Elimination, single-, or multi- 




player modes. 



Mumbojumbo 
Polar Games 

$19.99* 

www.mumbo 
jumbo.com 
In this safe-for-the~w hole- 
family game, four players 
can compete to see who's 
the best bowler or golfer. 




JSS&&; 



South Peak 
Games Dream 
■ Pinball3D 

$19.99* 
www.southpeakgames 
.com 

Play pinball on your com- 
puter with six table themes, 
several ball options, multi- 
ball power- ups, and intense 
visuals and ball physics. 





Nuance Dragon 
Naturally- 
Speaking 
Preferred 9 

$199.99* 

www.nuance.com 
Dictate emails, reports, and 
other documents much faster 
than you can type, and let 
Dragon NaturallySpeaking do 
the typing for you. 



Susteen 
DataPilot 
Universal Kit 
w/ Bluetooth 

$69.95* 

www.susteen.com 
Use this program to connect your 
cell phone to your computer or 
Bluetooth adapter to back up 
your phone's address book, syn- 
chronize your phone book and 
calendar with Outlook, or use 
your phone as a wireless modem 
for your laptop computer. 



Microsoft 
Streets & 
Trips 2008 

$39.95* 
www.m i crosoft.com 

Plan your next vacation and 
share your travel plans with 
friends who will be joining you 
along the journey. 





ValuSoft 
MasterCook 
Deluxe 9.0 

$19.99* 
www.valusoft.com 
Broaden your mealtime options 
with more than 8,000 recipe 
ideas, many of which can be pre- 
pared in less than 20 minutes. 




Kaspersky Labs 
Internet 
Security 
Version 7.0 

$79.99* 

www.kaspersky.com 
Triple Threat Protection of- 
fers a unique combination of 
technologies to protect you 
from Internet threats, in- 
cluding identity theft. 




Trend 

Micro Internet 

Security Pro 

$69.95* (one- 
year subscription) 
www.us.trendmicro.com 
Whether you're surfing the 
Internet from home or away, 
you can rest assured that 
your sensitive information 
will be protected. 



Check 
Point 

ZoneAlarm 
Internet 



Security Suite 

$69.95* 

www.checkpoint.com 
ZoneAlarm Internet Security 
Suite is your one-stop security 
shop, with antivirus, antispy- 
ware, antispam, antiphishing 
and identity -theft protection. 




PC Tools 
Spyware 
Doctor 5.5 

$29.95* 
www.pctools.com 

Surf the Internet with confi- 
dence knowing Spyware 
Doctor will prevent known 
and emerging spyware threats 
from reaching your PC. 




Symantec 
Norton Ghost 
14.0 

$69.99* 
www.symantec.com 
Back up your entire com- 
puter or select specific files 
for backup to ensure you're 
able to recover from any un- 
foreseen events, such as a 
crash or virus attack. 



System \ 

Mechanic 



iolo 
System 
Mechanic 
Professional 

$69.95* 
www.iolo.com 
Find and fix errors and 
fragmentation on your PC, 
clean out clutter, and opti- 
mize your system for best 
performance. 



GuardID 
Systems 
I I ID Vault 

fKjA $49.99* 
www.guardid.com 
Although it looks like a USB 
flash drive, ID Vault safely 
stores login and password 
information to keep your in- 
formation safe from keylog- 
gers and phishing scams. 



WipeDrive' 



"1 White 
Canyon 
WipeDrive 5 

$39.95* 
www.whitecanyon.com 
When it's time to dispose 
of your old computer, use 
WipeDrive to ensure all 
traces of your personal in- 
formation are completely 
removed. 
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Learn What GPS Devices 
Have To Offer 




ith so many GPS 
features available, 
it's hard to know 
what's what and 
even harder to de- 
cide which device 
is right for you. To help you make the 
right choice, we explain many of the 
GPS features you'll see when shopping. 
By understanding your options, you'll 
be better equipped to find the perfect 
GPS for your style and needs. 

Tell Me Where To Go 

Different GPS models have different 
ways of providing spoken directions to 
the user. One option is text-to-speech, 
which provides you with precise, spoken 
directions, such as "In one block, turn 
right on Claire Street." Text-to-speech is 
particularly helpful if you're driving in 
unfamiliar areas or with potential dis- 
tractions because the detailed direc- 
tions enable you to keep your eyes 



safely on the road without needing to 
refer to the GPS' map for street names. 

Turn-by-turn, on the other hand, offers 
simplified directions, such as "Turn left in 
200 feet," that are spoken when you reach 
pivotal points in your route. GPS devices 
with turn-by-turn directions are great if 
you can navigate with fewer directions or 
are budget-conscious and don't want to 
spend more for a GPS with text-to-speech. 

Give Me Options 

Portable GPS devices are ideal if you like 
adventures both in the car and on foot. 
These smaller purse- or pocket-sized 
units make it easier to stay on-the-go 
and avoid wasting time getting lost. 
Portable models enable you to take the 
device anywhere by mounting it in the 
car or carrying it with you. Portable 
GPSes can also be conveniently trans- 
ported between cars or removed be- 
tween uses to avoid theft. 



In-dash installation allows you to per- 
manently place your GPS in the dash 
of your car, which is perfect if you take 
frequent car trips to unfamiliar places. 
GPS devices that stay put are usually 
larger in size and have considerably 
bigger screens than portable models 
and may require professional installa- 
tion. In-dash models also have more en- 
tertainment options, including MP3 
playback, Blue-tooth capabilities, and 
traffic and weather update options. 

Show Me The Extras 

Depending on your price range, there 
are a variety of extra features available 
on today's GPSes. Bluetooth, for ex- 
ample, enables you to safely make 
hands-free phone calls while driving, 
which is great if you are frequently on 
the road trying to make business calls. 
Much like using a speakerphone, many 
GPS devices enable you to place phone 
calls by wirelessly connecting to your 
Bluetooth-enabled cell phone. 

MP3 playback provides music lovers 
with an easy way to listen to their fa- 
vorite tunes. GPS devices with this fea- 
ture enable you to play music through 
built-in speakers, via a headphone jack, 
or with an FM transmitter and your 
car's stereo system. 

Planning trips and outings is simplified 
with traffic and weather updates avail- 
able through your GPS, especially when 
you need crucial information about po- 
tential storms or traffic-related delays. 
GPS devices with traffic receivers let 
you, for a subscription fee, receive real- 
time traffic updates. Some GPS devices 
will even provide an alternative route to 
help you avoid traffic-heavy areas or 
construction zones. Many models can 
also receive weather updates, such as 
the current temperature and forecast, 
with just the press of a button. B3 

by Kris Glaser 
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What Can An 
MP3 Player Store? 

Make Sure Your MP3 Player Is Compatible 
With Your Favorite Online Music Stores 




he biggest mistake you 
can make when buying 
an MP3 player is to get 
one that isn't compatible 
with the Web sites from 
which you want to down- 
load music files. It's also 
important to find out which other file 
formats — such as JPEG photo and H.264 
video files — the player can support and 
where you can find them or how you 
can create them. 

We'll help your shopping process by 
giving you an overview of the file types 
MP3 players support and explaining 



why players have such a range of storage 
capacities for different file types. 

Audio Files 

One common question shoppers have 
is whether an MP3 player can play the 
songs they have on CDs. Most portable 
music players can, as long as they 
work with a media application, such 
as Apple iTunes (www.apple.com) 
or Windows Media Player (www. mi 
crosoft.com), which converts a WAV 
file, a standard audio file commonly 
found on PCs and CDs. The media ap- 
plication compresses big WAVs into 



much smaller files, such as an MP3 
or WMA. 

An MP3 file is about 3MB, which is 
about one-tenth the size of a WAV file. 
WMA (Windows Media Audio) files 
are even smaller — about half the size 
ofanMP3. 

AAC is the primary format used by 
Apple products, including the iPod and 
iPhone. It's also the format of files you 
can buy from iTunes. 

Other common audio file formats that 
are used include: 
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• ATRAC3 files are compatible with 
Sony MP3 players. (Sony MP3 players, 
however, are also able to play other 
file formats.) 

• AIFF is the standard audio format for 
Mac computers. 

• RA is the RealNetworks' audio format, 
and RAX is the Secure Real Audio 
format. 

• OGG is an open-source codec, which 
means there is no licensing fee for 
downloading these files. 

Photo Files 

Digital cameras, the likely source of the 
photos you'll transfer to an AAP3 player, 
save images in JPEG format. You'll want 
to make sure that the player you buy 
supports JPEG files if it has the ability to 
display photos. 

Other image file formats include BMP, 
GIF, TIFF, and PNG, which are com- 
monly found in photo-editing and 
graphics applications. 

Video Files 

MP3 players that feature video playback 
work with one or more of the following 
video file formats: 

• WMV is a compressed video format 
developed by Microsoft. 

. H.264/MPEG-4/AVC is a standard for 
highly compressed video used for 
storing HD files. 

• DivX, a video compression format 
created by DivX, supports HD videos. 
It's also supported by the Windows 
Media Player. 

• M4V is a file type based on MPEG-4 
available from the Apple iTunes Store 
in the form of music videos, TV 
shows, and feature movies. 



Compatible Sources 

Once you determine which file formats 
the player supports, you need to iden- 
tify the sources that can provide con- 
tent in those formats. We'll focus on 
music sites because music is the primary 
reason people use MP3 players. 

The following file types are either avail- 
able from the service or ones you can 
use with the service's application in cre- 
ating playlists and burning CDs. 

• iTunes. The music you buy at iTunes 
is in the AAC or M4V formats. You 
may use the iTunes jukebox to con- 
vert WAV files found on CDs. 



Manufacturers base the number of files 
you can store on standards that depend 
on the file type. For example, some 
manufacturers estimate the number of 
songs you can store on their player 
based on 128Kbps in each WMA file. 
But MP3 files are larger than WMA files, 
so count on a lower number of songs if 
you load a player with MP3 files instead 
of (or in addition to) WMA files. 

If the player has the capacity to store 
photos and/or videos, then the storage 
capacities will vary for each. Whereas the 
average size of a four-minute music file is 
more than 3MB, one JPEG file may be a 
fraction of that size— 1MB or less. But 
JPEG sizes also depend on the resolution 



You'll want to make sure that the 

player you buy supports JPEG files if it 

has the ability to display photos. 



• Rhapsody (www.rhapsody.com). This 
site supports MP3, WMA, AAC, RA, 
and RAX formats. 

• Napster (www.napster.com). Most 
tracks from Napster are in the WMA 
format. 

• Vorbis (www.vorbis.com). If your 
player can play OGG files, then visit 
Vorbis to get a list of other sites that let 
you download free OGG music files. 

Actual Capacity 

You will have access to most, but not 
all, of the storage capacity of an MP3 
player because a portion of it is needed 
for formatting and other data manage- 
ment functions. 

Check out FirstGlimpse's MP3 Player 
Comparison Chart on page 81 to see 
how much you can store on a variety of 
available players. 



and compression of the camera that cap- 
tured the image. So, one high-res JPEG 
could be as large as a typical music file. 

Video file sizes range widely, again be- 
cause of varying standards. Some manu- 
facturers determine the video capacity 
of MP3 players in terms of total hours of 
videos they store as opposed to the 
number of video files. 

Informed Expectations 

The key to contentment with your 
MP3 player begins with realistic, in- 
formed expectations of what and how 
much it can store. Find out which file 
formats the device works with and 
then make sure those formats are com- 
patible with the Web sites and devices 
you use the most. B3 

by Rachel Derowitsch 
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Cell Phone Plans 

What To Consider Before You Sign The Dotted Line 





our cell phone can help 
you connect to business 
associates, friends, and 
family or contact help in 
an emergency. Your ser- 
vice plan fees are likely a 
permanent part of your 
budget, which is why selecting a cell 
phone service plan that's right for you is 
an important task. Here are some tips to 
keep in mind when shopping around for 
a new plan. 

1 Think about what time of day you'll 
use your phone. Conventional plans 
have varying amounts of minutes al- 
lotted to daytime or nighttime and 
weekend use. So, if you frequently use 
your cell phone to make business calls, 
you'll need a plan that allows for heavy 
daytime usage. Many companies offer 
non-contractual pay-as-you-go plans, 
but another option you may want to 
consider is an "everything" plan. For a 
flat monthly fee, you'll be able to make 
unlimited phone calls, use the Web, and 
send IMs, texts, and more. 



Along with considering when 
you'll use your cell phone, consider 
how you'll use it. Will you need to 
browse the Web or send and receive 
emails or text messages? If so, you'll 
want to figure in the cost of these ser- 
vices. If not, look for a plan that has 
only the basics (for instance, caller ID, 
call waiting, and voicemail). 

If you're looking for a new service 
provider, it's also a good time to 
look for a new cell phone. Most compa- 
nies offer deep discounts on new cell 
phones when you sign a contract with 
them. Although we don't recommend 
basing your decision on a service 
provider solely on the phones available, 
remember that some phones are only 
offered through one company. Shop 
around for several models you like and 
compare service plan options among 
the companies that offer those models. 

We can't help reminding you to read 
the paperwork before signing a con- 
tract. Clarify how long the contract is and 




whether there are activation fees, termi- 
nation penalties, or additional monthly 
charges. Also, take note of whether you 
have a trial period during which you can 
change providers without a fee. 

Thoroughly research the cover- 
age area of a potential provider. 
Coverage maps are provided in stores, 
or you can usually find these maps on a 
company's Web site. Ask around for 
real-life testimonials, too. See if your 
neighbors or family members living in 
the area are satisfied with the coverage 
of their providers. 

If you have family members living 
with you, consider whether they 
will need their own cell phones. Putting 
two or more phones on a family plan is 
usually less expensive than having sepa- 
rate plans and contracts for each per- 
son. It's also easier to pay one bill each 
month and remember when one con- 
tract expires instead of three. 03 

by Tara Simmons 



First Glimpse /August 2008 67 



wireless 



Essential Things To Know 

Headphones 



Headphone Styles 



What are 
the main 
head- 
phone 
styles? 




Are there 
waterproof 
head- 
phones? 



ANSWER: The main headphone styles 
are earbuds, which fit in the ear; over-the- 
ear, which use ear pads or full-sized ear 
cups; behind-the-neck models, which use 
a band that runs behind the head con- 
necting each ear piece; and clip-ons, 
which contour to the shape of the ear. 



ANSWER: Yes. RF (radio frequency) and 
Bluetooth are the primary wireless head- 
phone technologies now in use. Fewer in- 
frared models are also available. Most 
wireless headphones ship with a USB 
dongle that lets the headphones commu- 
icate with an audio source. 



ANSWER: Some headphones are built 
to produce true surround sound. 
Whereas most headphones use one 
speaker in each ear piece, surround- 
sound models build in three or more 
speakers to produce front, back, center, 
and subwoofer sound. 



N 



ANSWER: A few manufacturers do 
make headphones meant specifically for 
underwater use. Typically, you can use 
such headphones to underwater depths 
of up to 1 feet. 



N 



r 



Headphone Connections 



~i 



What is 
a stereo 
connector? 



What is a 

3.5mm 

connector? 



What is a 

2.5mm 

connector? 



What is an 

airplane 

adapter? 



ANSWER: Also referred to as a 
quarter-inch plug or jack, this 
connection type is common in 
older home stereos and home- 
theater systems. 



ANSWER: Also known as a 
mini jack, this connector type 
is used on DAPs (digital audio 
players). Many headphone 
makers bundle a stereo adapter 
with 3.5mm headphones to al- 
low for headphone use with a 
home stereo or home-theater 
system stereo connection. 



ANSWER: This is the standard 
connection type used on cell 
phones and PDAs. This con- 
nector type is designed to 
allow headphone and micro- 
phone functionality. 



ANSWER: This two-prong 
adapter attaches to a 3.5mm 
headphone jack to allow for use 
with the two-prong connection 
some airplanes still use. Many 
headphone and earbud makers 
bundle an airplane adapter 
with their headphones. 



ANSWER: Yes, though headsets 1 
with a USB connector are usually 
intended for two-way communi- 
cation purposes, such as online 
gaming sessions and video chats 
on a PC or notebook. 
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Noise Cancelling/Sound 
Isolation 



What is 
noise- 
cancellation 
technology? 



ANSWER: Noise-cancelling 
headphones typically have inte- 
grated microphones that mea- 
sure ambient noise to allow 
onboard electronic circuitry to 
create an antinoise, or inverted 
copy of the original noise, to 
cancel that ambient noise. 



N 



Misc. Headphone Info 



What are 
tips, sleeves, 
cushions, 
and flanges? 



ANSWER: Earbuds usually ship 
with multiple sets of these rubber, 
foam, or gel-like attachments, 
which fit on the end of an earbud. 
Some earbuds use a combination 
of tips, sleeves, cushions, and 
flanges to create the best fit. 



N 



What is 
sound- 
isolating 
technology? 



ANSWER: Sound-isolating ear- 
buds steer audio directly into the 
ear canal to isolate audio from am- 
bient noise rather than cancel it 
out. Sound-isolating earbuds rely 
on creating a tight seal in the ear 
canal with the earbuds. 



What is an 
in-line 
volume 
controller? 



ANSWER: Built directly into a 
headphone's cable, an in-line 
volume controller lets you easily 
quiet or mute audio playback 
when you need to hear people 
around you. Some volume con- 
trollers integrate a microphone 
for better voice clarity. 



Do sound- 
isolating ear- 
buds require 
a power 
source? 



ANSWER: Headphones with in- 
tegrated noise-cancelling ability 
typically rely on one or two AA 
or AAA alkaline batteries to 
power the microphones and 
electronic circuitry built into the 
headphones. 



ANSWER: No, sound-isolating 
earbuds rely on using tips, sleeves, 
cushions, and flanges to create a 
seal in the ear canal, thus isolating 
audio and preventing ambient 
noise from entering the ear canal. 



How long 
can head- 
phones last? 



ANSWER: Depending on the 
quality of material and construc- 
tion, a good pair of headphones 
can provide years of service— 10 
or more if taken good care of. 



ANSWER: Headphone splitters 
are attachments that fit into a 
headphone's jack so that two 
people can each plug in a set of 
headphones and listen to audio 
from the same audio source. 



ANSWER: This type of head- 
phone connector is shaped in the 
form of an L and is used to take 
pressure or stress off of the head- 
phone jack to prevent the cord 
from splitting or cracking. 
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MP3 Players 

5 Must- Have Accessories 



Nailing down a list of must-have accessories for an MP3 player is tricky. Just be- 
cause an iPod dock for the kitchen tops your list, for example, doesn't mean it 
even cracks an avid jogger's Top 5. Ultimately, though, five general categories stand 
out, although other notable accessories include extra batteries, cleaning kits, and 
Bluetooth adapters. B3 

by Blaine Flamig 
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D 



Match your earphones to your needs. Sometimes a runner doesn't fare 
well with earbuds, which fall out due to the constant jostle of running. 
This is a burden for anyone hoping to get in a good workout. A runner 
should opt for headphones that are secure, and in this case, an in-the-ear 
earbud would be the ideal choice. Headphone styles are numerous and include 
wired/wireless earbuds, which are perfect for people on the go (students, mass- 
transit users), and earcups, which can satisfy any audiophile's need to hear 
minute musical details. 



a 




s 



Portable speakers and docks are perfect for letting the entire group listen to 

tunes in open areas. Whether you want to listen to Enya as you take shelter 

from a summer squall or need some musical motivation as you weed, 

feed, and mow the lawn, there's no limit to where 

you can listen to your portable player. Don't let the 

pair of headphones that came with your player 

constrain you, either. Most speakers have a dock to 

recharge your player's battery. Check your MP3 

player manufacturer's Web site for model numbers of 

available speakers and docks. 



Beam the tunes on your portable music player through your car stereo. If 

you're motoring about in the family van, music players can provide the 
soundtrack. You'll need an FM transmitter that plays the tunes on your 
portable music player over your car radio. Connect the transmitter to your 
player, select a designated frequency on the radio, tune to that same frequency 
on your transmitter, and listen to 
music, movies, podcasts, audio- 
books, etc. Transmitters range from 
basic to sophisticated models (pro- 
viding remote controls and visual 
interfaces), making it easy to find 
one that suits your needs. 



Dn the radio, tune to that same frequency 



Cases can protect your 
portable music player from 
scratches, bumps, water, 
physical drops, and mishaps 
that can otherwise shorten your 
player's life. You decided to treat 
yourself and buy a high-end 
MP3 player. Because you've al- 
ready spent so much, it's only 
right to assume that you have 
everything you need, right? Not 
quite. No matter what type of 
portable music player you own, 
it's wise to buy a case to protect 
it in different environments. 
Cases are relatively inexpensive 
(starting at around $20) and can 
provide a little protection from 
minor drops or normal wear and 
tear. Because cases are designed 
to work with specific players, 
check the MP3 player manufac- 
turer's Web site for cases that 
are compatible. 



@ 



Armbands can mean the 
difference between a work- 
out you're proud of vs. one 
that is constantly inter- 
rupted by accidental drops and 
tugging, tangled cords. Without 
a doubt, music is a huge moti- 
vator when it comes to exercise. 
No matter your sport, an arm- 
band that fits around your bicep 
offers stability for your portable 
music player and comfort for 
you. And for workouts that 
don't jostle your player, such as 
riding an exercise bike, a lanyard 
provides an inexpensive, effec- 
tive alternative to an armband. 
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: : : BlackBerry. 



Cell Phone 

For The Well-Rounded Life 




BlackBerry® 
Curve™ 8310 

MSRP: $549.98 

SKU: 8677693 (red) 

www.blackberry.com 



Quick Overview 

The BlackBerry® Curve™ 8310 smartphone is the 
smallest and lightest BlackBerry® ever to come 
with a full QWERTY keyboard. It's packed with 
incredible features, including a camera, media 
player, built-in GPS, expandable memory, voice 
dialing, BlackBerry® Maps, and trackball naviga- 
tion. Plus, you get email and text messaging, in- 
stant messaging, a Web browser, and advanced 
phone functionality. 

Perfect For 

With smartphone functionality and built- 
in GPS, this phone is a great choice for road 
warriors. 



Outstanding Benefits 

Wireless email, text messaging, and instant messaging 

2MP camera, built-in flash, and 5X digital zoom 

Media player 

GPS with BlackBerry® Maps 

Wireless modem capability 

Bluetooth® capability for hands-free dialogue 

Web browser and organizer functions 

64MB of built-in memory and an expandable microSD memory slot 

Speakerphone and voice-activated dialing 

User-definable convenience keys and dedicated Send, End, and Mute keys 

Coolest Feature 

Hear and be heard with advanced sound technology that cancels out 
background noise and echo. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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Cell Phone 

An Affordable & Powerful Smartphone 
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Sprint Palm 
Centro 690 

MSRP: $399.99 

SKUs: 8556957 (black) 
8658883 (pink) 
8581144 (red) 

www.sprint.com 



Quick Overview 

The Sprint Palm Centro 690 is a compact, sleek, 
easy-to-use smartphone that will help you stay 
connected whenever and wherever. With a 
1.3MP digital camera with video capabilities, 
you can share memories on-the-fly. And with its 
built-in media player, you can get your fill of 
news, sports, music, and other fun content 
while you're on the go. 

Perfect For 

Someone looking for an affordable and eco- 
nomical smartphone packed with features. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• Built-in MP3 player with integrated Pocket Tunes Deluxe 

• Media player allows you to see and hear your favorite news with 
streaming video and audio 

• Includes Mobile Email and VersaMail clients for access to multiple 
email accounts 

• Data Transfer Mode notifies you when you're receiving a call 

• Hands-free speakerphone eliminates the need to purchase a separate 
hands-free kit for your car 

• Provides easy navigation with a touchscreen and integrated, backlit 
QWERTY keyboard for sending email and editing documents 

Coolest Feature 

Includes a 1.3MP camera with 2X digital zoom and video 
capture capability. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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Cell Phone 

Fast & Easy Music On The Go 



Q 





Motorola MOTOROKR 
Z6 Unlocked 
Cell Phone 

MSRP: $399.99 

SKU: 8842336 

www.motorola.com 



Quick Overview 

Slide your way into music and stay on the cut- 
ting edge of style with the MOTOROKR Z6. 
Featuring a slim slider design, the MOTO- 
ROKR Z6 exudes eye-catching sophistication. 
Beneath the surface, the MOTOROKR Z6 is a 
musical masterpiece, complete with extraordi- 
nary music transfer, as well as picture and video 
capture capabilities. 

Perfect For 

The ROKR is for those who want to keep con- 
nected with friends and family via picture and 
multimedia messaging while enjoying music on 
the go. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• Integrated Windows Media Player 1 1, which supports multiple audio 
files such as Windows WMAvIO plus Janus DRM, MP3, AAC, AAC+, 
AAC+ enhanced, AMR NB, WAV, and XMF 

• USB 2.0 for high-speed data transfers and access 

• 64MB of onboard user memory, plus the ability to add 2GB with a 
removable microSD card for music, pictures, and other media 

• New Linux operating system that incorporates kjava 

• 2MP camera with light and landscape viewfinder 

Coolest Feature 

The MOTOROKR Z6 has both brains and beauty, and it's compatible 
with Windows Media Player 11. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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SAiYO 



Cell Phone 

Loaded With All Of The Absolute Essentials 




Sanyo Katana LX 
Cell Phone 

MSRP: $349.99 

SKU: 8793282 (blue) 

www.sanyowireless.com 



Quick Overview 

With Sanyo's Katana LX Cell Phone, you can 
enjoy access to the Sprint Vision network, 
which provides Internet, text messaging, and 
wireless email services. It also includes a digi- 
tal camera for capturing images of friends 
and family. 

Perfect For 

This phone is perfect for anyone wanting style, 
technology, design, and luxury. The Katana LX 
redefines the Katana series. This gorgeous 
phone comes loaded with all the absolute es- 
sentials, including a camera, speakerphone, and 
Bluetooth. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• Operates on 800/1,900MHz networks; Bluetooth-compatible 

• 1.2- x 1.5-inch main screen (128 x 160 pixels) and external screen (96 x 
64 pixels) display photos in up to 65,000 colors 

• Digital zoom camera captures images up to 320 x 240 pixels 

• Sprint picture mail lets you shoot, share, and print high-definition dig- 
ital photos 

• Use the optional USB cable or Bluetooth wireless technology to connect 
to a PC and use the phone as a modem for Internet and email access 

• G PS-enabled with TeleNav services, so you can easily find your way 
(subscription required, not included; additional fees may apply) 

Coolest Feature 

Hands-free speakerphone eliminates the need to purchase a hands-free 
kit for your car. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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Jabra 



Bluetooth® Speakerphone 
Convenient Hands-Free Calling 




Jabra SP5050 Bluetooth 
Speakerphone For 
Bluetooth-Enabled Cell 
Phones 

MSRP: $99.99 

SKU: 8771304 

www.jabra.com 



Quick Overview 

The Jabra SP5050 is the perfect combination of 
stylish design and excellent performance. Ideal 
for use in the car, office, or home, the Jabra 
SP5050 is a lightweight speakerphone that can 
be as mobile as you are. The ultra-thin design 
and simple visor clip make the Jabra SP5050 a 
happy companion to those on the move 
seeking hands-free communication. 

Perfect For 

With simple, intuitive buttons, the Jabra SP5050 
is a user-friendly and convenient speakerphone 
for mobile communication while on-the-go. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• Compatible with most Bluetooth-enabled cell phones equipped with 
Bluetooth version 1.1, 1.2, and 2.0 

• Auto pairing makes it easy to connect to compatible phones 

• DSP technology helps eliminate background noise 

• Answer, end, or reject calls; voice dialing and last number redial (fea- 
tures vary based on phone model) 

• Slimline design is lightweight and stylish 

• Up to 1 2 hours of talk time and 200 hours of standby time 

• Includes car charger and clip for use in the car, office, or home 

Coolest Feature 

Auto-off feature automatically turns off the speakerphone function 15 
minutes after the call has been terminated to preserve battery life. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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Bluetooth® Headset 

Changing The Face of Bluetooth 




BlueAnt Z9 Dual 

Microphone Headset 

MSRP: $99.99 

SKU: 8462362 

www.myblueant.com 



Quick Overview 

The award-winning BlueAnt Z9 Dual Micro- 
phone Headset is the latest in Bluetooth head- 
sets, combining cutting-edge technology with 
stylish design. Incorporating Bluetooth 
version 2.0 and BlueAnt's revolutionary Noise 
Cancelling Solution, Voice Isolation Technology, 
the Z9 cancels out almost all background noise 
while preserving the clarity of your voice. 

Perfect For 

The Z9 Dual Microphone Headset is perfect for 
people on the go who need clarity and sim- 
plicity in a Bluetooth headset. 



Outstanding Benefits 

Dual microphones for pure speech 
Full-duplex and high-performance speaker 
Automatic connection and reconnection with notification 
Different ringtones for known and unknown contacts 
Stylish, translucent ear hook 

Separates the desired voice signal from background signals, enabling 
crystal-clear communication in the noisiest of environments 
• Incorporates On-the-Fly phone switching between multiple devices 
(up to three) 

Coolest Feature 

Revolutionary Voice Isolation Technology produces world-class noise 
suppression and echo cancellation with zero voice distortion. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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PLANTRON1CS. 



Bluetooth® Headset 

Looks Good, Sounds Even Better 




Plantronics 
Discovery 925 

MSRP: $149.95 

SKU: 8773231 

www.plantronics.com 



Quick Overview 

The Plantronics Discovery 925 Bluetooth ear- 
piece is the essential conversation piece, blend- 
ing an elegantly simple design with crisp sound 
quality and lightweight comfort. The effort- 
less setup, AudiolQ noise control technology, 
and carrying case with rechargeable battery let 
you stay in touch and in style while you're in 
motion. 

Perfect For 

The person who wants a functional yet stylish 
Bluetooth mobile earpiece. 



Outstanding Benefits 

VFrame design captures your eye, as well as your voice 

Rechargeable case keeps you in charge 

AudiolQ noise control technology for clear calls 

Three sizes of self-stabilizing eartips let you tailor the fit 

Quick and easy setup with Bluetooth phones 

Enjoy up to 5 hours talk time or 7 days standby from a single charge 

Compatible with most Bluetooth-enabled phones 

Coolest Feature 

The case features a charging port to make recharging easier while on 
the go. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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Mobile Navigator 
Go Beyond Navigation 



G ARM IN 




Garmin Mobile 10 
Navigator 

MSRP: $199.99 

SKU: 8413629 

www.garmin.com 



Quick Overview 

With turn-by-turn directions, automatic route 
calculation, and more, it's easy to reach your 
destination when you add this navigator data 
card to your Bluetooth-compatible smart- 
phone. The Garmin Mobile 10 is compatible 
with most Bluetooth-enabled smartphones. 

Perfect For 

Anyone who wants to add easy, convenient 
navigation capabilities to an existing cell phone. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• Features microSD data card (with miniSD and SD adapters) preloaded 
with City Navigator NT maps and software 

• Smooth integration features include routing to contacts, POI (point-of- 
interest) dialing, SMS integration, and more 

• Easy on-screen installation 

• Includes software that calculates the fastest or shortest route 

• Power-user features include saved routes, area or road avoidance, and 
custom POIs 

• Garmin Online Services keeps you aware of traffic information, fuel 
prices, hotel rates, and weather information 

Coolest Feature 

Provides voice-prompted turn-by-turn directions for easy navigation. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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WIRELESS 



Wireless Speakers 
Music Everywhere 




wireless 



Without The Wires 




Eos Wireless Audio 
System 

MSRPs: Base unit and one speaker $249.99 

Additional speaker $129.99 
SKUs: 8497467 (Base unit and one speaker) 
8497478 (Additional speaker) 

www.eoswireless.com 



Quick Overview 

Now, fill your whole home with great-sounding 
music . . . without the hassle of wires. With 
Eos Wireless iPod speakers, you can broadcast 
your music up to 1 50 feet away, inside or out! 
Eos is perfect for poolside outdoor BBQs 
or summer parties. All digital means no static, 
no interference. Eos is easy, just plug and start 
playing ... no complicated connection, no mind- 
bending set-up. 

Perfect For 

Those who want to enjoy the experience of true 
multi-room audio indoors and outdoors, all 
without the hassle of wires. 



Outstanding Benefits 

GigaWave® wireless technology provides interference-free, 150-ft. range 

Supports up to 4 Eos stereo wireless speakers 

Clean, powerful 2.1 stereo surround sound 

SRS WOW!™ sound enhancement technology 

iPod docking base station/transmitter with 2.1 stereo sound 

Removeable integrated power supply 

Auxiliary audio input allows you to broadcast any audio signal 

Rugged enclosure great for indoor or outdoor use 

One-year warranty 

Coolest Feature 

With a rear mini jack input, you can broadcast sound from almost any 
audio source outside or in the comfort of your home. 



Available at www.bestbuy.com 
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WIRELESS 



DIGITAL AUDIO 



WiFi Radio 

Listen To Radio Stations From Around The World 




Grace Wireless 
Internet Radio 

MSRP: $199.99 

SKU: 8600766 

www.gracedigitalaudio.com 



Quick Overview 

Now you can listen to streaming Internet radio 
via your wireless network using the Grace Wire- 
less Internet Radio. This radio supports MP3, 
WMA, and Real Media streaming. The 4-line 
LCD shows the song and artist. The intuitive 
and easy-to-use controls let you browse over 
1 1,000 global Internet radio stations with ease. 
You can even wirelessly stream your music li- 
brary from your PC. 

Perfect For 

Those who want an innovative way to listen to 
the radio, while having a variety of global Inter- 
net radio stations to choose from. 



Outstanding Benefits 

3-inch ported speaker delivers rich, full-bodied audio 

Listen to over 1 1,000 radio stations from around the world 

Select stations by region, country, station, or by over 50 musical genres 

Displays song and artist information 

Works with any 802.1 1 b/g wireless connection 

Standalone radio; no PC required 

Connect to your existing stereo system via the audio out (headphone 

jack) connection 

Clock radio functionality with alarm 

Supports Real Audio, MP3, WMA, AAC, WAV, and AIFF formats 

Coolest Feature 

You can wirelessly stream tunes from your wireless Internet router and 
the music library from your PC's hard drive. 



Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 
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wireless 



Which MP3 Player Is Best For You? 

j Pods are cool, sure, but you have other choices when it comes to listening to your tunes. This chart compares the most impor- 
I tant — and coolest — features from select MP3 players available at Best Buy (www.bestbuy.com). 



Memory 
type 



Capacities 



Songs 



Video; 
FM tuner 
capabilities 



Colors 



Battery life 



What It Means 



Hard drive 
(moving parts, 
more capacity) 
or flash (no 
moving parts) 



How much 
memory the 
player has (on 
models available 
at Best Buy) 



Based on four- 
minute songs at 
128Kbps, the 
number a play- 
er can hold 



Some MP3 play- 
ers can play 
video or let you 
listen to radio 
stations 



Several players 
offer a variety of 
color choices 



How long the bat- 
tery will last when 
playing music 




SanDisk Sansa Clip 

MSRP: $79.99* 
SKU 8753976 



Flash 



4GB 



2,000 
(WMA) 



Only an FM 
tuner 



Silver 



15 hours 




SanDisk Sansa Fuze 

MSRP: $79.99*; 
$99.99*; $129.99* 
SKU 8753789 



Flash 



2GB; 4GB; 
8GB 



500; 1,000; 
2,000 



Both 



Black, red, 
pink, blue 



24 hours 




Apple iPod nano 

MSRP: $149*; $199* 
SKU 8500847 



Flash 



4GB; 8GB 



1,000; 2,000 
(AAC) 



Only video 



Silver (4GB); 
Black, silver, 
red, blue, 
green 



24 hours 






Samsung P2 

MSRP: $199.99* 
$249.99* 
SKU 8571379 



Flash 



4GB; 8GB 



N/A 



Both 



Black, bur- 
gundy 



30 hours 




Apple iPod classic 

MSRP: $249*; $349* 
SKU 8500035 



Hard drive 



80GB; 
160GB 



20,000; 
40,000 
(AAC) 



Only video 



Black, silver 



30 hours; 40 
hours 




Microsoft Zune 
80GB 

MSRP: $249.99* 
SKU 8595978 



Hard drive 



80GB 



20,000 



Both 



Black 



30 hours 




Apple iPod touch 

MSRP: $299*; $399* 

$499* 

SKU 8500419 



Flash 



8GB; 16GB; 
32GB 



1,750; 3,500; 

7,000 

(AAC) 



Only video 



Black 



22 hours 



Archos 705 WiFi 

MSRP: $399.99*; 
$499.99* 
SKU 8741267 



Hard drive 



80GB; 
160GB 



45,000; 
95,000 



Only video 



Silver 



25 hours 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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o 



Which GPS Device Is Right For You? 

ne of the hottest CE devices around right now is a GPS device, and what a useful device it is, too. Here, we compare some models 
available on today's market. All of these units come with maps already loaded, and you can purchase additional maps, as well. 



Screen size; 
Dimensions 



Text-to- 
speech; Traffic 
receiver 



Preloaded 
maps 



WAAS 



Bluetooth; 
MP3 play- 
back 



Included 
charging 
adapters 



What It Means 



The diagonal 
measurement 
of the screen; 
Height x width x 
depth 



Unit calls out spe- 
cific street names; 
Unit receives traf- 
fic updates and re- 
routes accordingly 



The regional 
maps that come 
included with 
the GPS unit 



A satellite and 
ground station 
system that 
gives exception- 
al GPS accuracy 



Some units com- 
municate wire- 
lessly with other 
Bluetooth devices 
or play MP3s 



AC adapters plug 
into the wall; DC 
adapters plug into 
your car's ciga- 
rette lighter 




Mio DigiWalker 
C230 

MSRP: $249.95* 
SKU 8539511 



3.5 inches; 

3.5x5x0.9 

inches 



Yes; No 



Entire U.S. 
(including 
Puerto Rico) 



Yes 



No; No 



DC adapter 




TomTom 130-S 

MSRP: $249.95* 
SKU 8774427 



3.5 inches; 

3x3.6x0.8 

inches 



Yes; No 



Entire U.S. 
(including 
Puerto Rico) 
and Canada 



No 



No; No 



DC adapter 




Magellan 
Maestro 3250 

MSRP: $399.99* 
SKU 8539548 



3.5 inches; 
3.2x3.6x0.7 
inches 



Yes; No 



Entire U.S. 
(including 
Puerto Rico) 
and Canada 



No 



Yes; No 



DC adapter 




Garmin nuvi 260W 

MSRP: $428.56* 
SKU 8673697 



4.3 inches; 
4.8x2.9x0.8 
inches 



Yes; No 



Entire U.S. 
(including 
Puerto Rico) 



No 



No; No 



DC adapter 




TomTom GO 730 

MSRP: $449.95* 
SKU 8774533 



4.3 inches; 

3.3x4.7x1 

inches 



Yes; Yes 



Entire U.S. 
(including 
Puerto Rico) 
and Canada 



No 



Yes; Yes 



DC adapter 




Harman Kardon 
GPS-810 

MSRP: $599.99* 
SKU 8540518 



4.3 inches; 
2.4x5x0.75 
inches 



Yes; No 



Entire U.S. 
(including 
Puerto Rico) 
and Canada 



No 



Yes; Yes 



AC adapter, 
DC adapter 




Garmin nuvi 760 

MSRP: $642.84* 
SKU 8539156 



4.3 inches; 

3x4.8x0.8 

inches 



Yes; No 



Entire U.S. 
(including 
Puerto Rico) 



Yes 



Yes; Yes 



DC adapter 




Garmin nuvi 780 

MSRP: $749.99* 
SKU 8674071 



3.81 inches; 

3x4.8x0.8 

inches 



Yes; Yes 



Entire U.S. 
(including 
Puerto Rico) 



No 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 



Yes; Yes 



DC adapter 
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Now that it's August, we've reached the tail end of summer, but that doesn't mean the heat will soon 
dissipate. Until autumn decides to breeze back our way, Best Buy (www.bestbuy.com) offers up a bevy 

of products that can help you keep your cool. 




Cuisinart SmartStick 
Hand Blender 

Chill out with a 
cold drink. 
$51.99 






Dynex* 4.7-inch 
CPU Cooling Fan 

Help your PC survive 
another hot summer. 
$16.49 



Kidz Sports: 
Ice Hockey 
Nintendo Wii 

Hit the ice and 
score a goal. 
$19.99 



Waterproof 
Kids DVD 

Swim instructions 
for kids of all ages. 
$12.99 




Frigidaire 6,000 BTU 
Window Air Conditioner 

Treat yourself to some cool air. 
$169.99 





H20 Audio Waterproof Headset 
and Case for iPod* shuffle 

Squeeze in a few pool laps with your 

favorite tunes. 

$79.99 



Honeywell 
Electronic 
Multipivot 
Tower Fan 

Knock the heat 
out of every 
nook and 
cranny. 
$79.99 
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Get All The Details 

on new CE products with First Glimpse's product profile sections 





